
	  

1	  

	  

 
 
International business leaders and policy makers call for greater incentives 
to create a sustainable and prosperous future 
 
Report contains 56 actionable recommendations from conference on Building 
Prosperity with Economic, Social and Natural Capital 

 
Singapore, 9 December 2014 – Over 500 international leaders from 
government, business and civil society are calling on their colleagues to create 
greater incentives for sustainable behaviour in business and society, as part of a 
series of recommendations on creating inclusive prosperity released in a report 
on Monday. 
 
The report, Building Prosperity with Economic, Social and Natural Capital, 
contains outcomes and recommendations from the 3rd Responsible Business 
Forum on Sustainable Development 2014, held at Marina Bay Sands, 24-26 
November. The forum was organised by Global Initiatives in partnership with 
WWF Singapore, Nanyang Technological University and Eco-Business.  
 
The forum produced 56 actionable recommendations for decision makers, 
contained in the report. The recommendations focus on how to harness our 
collective resources to build an inclusive, sustainable and prosperous future. 
 
Former President of Indonesia Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono called on 
government and business to take immediate and concerted action in his keynote 
speech to the conference. “What we do or not do today will affect the lives of 
generations to come. We must do all we can within this short window of 
opportunity,’’	  Yudhoyono said. 
 
The raft of suggested solutions revolve around themes of fostering greater 
collaboration to address global challenges and widespread education to engage 
all sectors of society in green growth. Participants also identified the need to 
promote clear reporting and disclosure standards to assess the actual costs of 
business practices on the environment and society. 
 
Expert-led working groups produced specific recommendations in six industry 
sectors:  

• Building and urban infrastructure  
• Consumer goods 
• Financial services 
• Food, beverage and agriculture 
• Power, utilities and renewable energy 
• Shipping  
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“The forum was a hot bed for sharing corporate best practice and many of those 
innovative ideas are captured in this report” said Tony Gourlay, CEO of Global 
Initiatives. “These expert recommendations should inspire positive and 
transformational changes to our currently unsustainable global economic model.” 
	  
Participants discussed the role of technological advancements and multi-
stakeholder partnerships in accommodating a growing middle class population 
that is relentlessly consuming more natural resources. The challenge is how to 
meet their demands in a sustainable way without destroying the environment or 
undermining prosperity. 
 
Singapore, home of one of the busiest ports in the world, was a fitting location for 
a discussion on reducing the carbon emissions of the shipping sector in 
particular. Roughly 90 percent of global trade is in goods shipped by sea, and the 
shipping industry has a huge impact on marine life and climate change. 
 
Among the recommendations were calls for states and ports to incentivise carbon 
emissions reductions through lower port duties and tax rebates, and for port 
authorities to publicly identify the levels of greenhouse gases they allow ships to 
emit. 

- END - 
 
 
 
 
For more information, or to interview a speaker or panelist, please contact: 
 
Amala Naravane / Mansi Maheshwari 
Rice Communications 
 
Email: rbforum@ricecomms.com 
Mobile: +65 8186 9460 / +65 9337 0705 
 
Download the full Resposible Businesss Forum 2014 Outcome Report here. 
Download images of the Responsible Business Forum on Sustainable Development 2013 here. 
Watch the keynote speeches and plenary discussions here.  
All images and videos to be credited to “Global Initiatives”. 
 
Click here for access to the online media centre. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Responsible Business Forum on Sustainable Development: 
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Website: http://www.responsiblebusiness.com  
The Responsible Business Forum on Sustainable Development is a global series of interactive 
events where experts, industry and government leaders offer practical ways to accelerate 
solutions for a more sustainable world. Food, water and energy security, poverty, environmental 
sustainability and economic competitiveness are among the many global challenges discussed. 
Leading companies and visionaries share innovative approaches to solving these problems with a 
focus on higher-level collaboration, growth and commitment to action. 
 
Co-organised by Global Initiatives, Eco Business, Nanyang Technological University and WWF 
(World Wide Fund for Nature) Singapore, the RBF 2014 was hosted by Marina Bay Sands. The 
forum was also supported by TÜV SÜD, ABB, Asia Plantation Capital, Autodesk, City 
Developments Limited and DNV GL,  with media partners The Straits Times and Bloomberg 
Television. 
 
Corporate partners included Amida Recruitment, Business Council for Sustainable Development 
(BCSD) Singapore, Business for Millennium Development (B4MD), Conjunct Consulting, 
Corporate Citizenship, Corporate Knights, Food Industry Asia, Forum for the Future, Kiwi Power, 
Landmark Asia, Singapore Green Building Council, Singapore Shipping Association, Sustainable 
Energy Association of Singapore, Skylark Advisory, Trucost and the Zoological Society of London 
(ZSL).  
 
 
About Global Initiatives: 
 
Global Initiatives promotes partnership solutions to global challenges through film, international 
events and media projects. By sharing knowledge and best practices, and calling on all 
stakeholders to take action, we address some of the greatest challenges facing the world. Our 
initiatives are about partnership, inspiration and creating a better future.  
 
Established in Singapore in 2005 (incorporated under Global Strategic Events Pte Ltd since 
2007), Global Initiatives produces international events and television programming in more than 
30 countries worldwide. Our producers, writers, designers and directors are based in Singapore, 
London, Hong Kong and Jakarta.	  


