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5th Responsible Business Forum on Food and Agriculture 

 
Parallel Discussion Panel 

Briefing Note 
 

Breakthrough solutions to financing smallholder farmers 
 
 

Date: Wednesday, 28 March 2018 
Time: 1035 – 1220 (1 hour and 45 mins) 
Venue: Pullman Hotel, Jakarta, Indonesia 
Room: Grand on Thamrin 1 
 
Moderator: 
Satya Tripathi, Executive Secretary, Tropical Landscapes Finance Facility 
 
Speakers: 
Rachel Zedeck, Director, Climate Smart Agriculture and Impact Investment Strategies, Peterson 
Project and Solutions 
Syahrir Ika, Director, Center for Micro Financing Investment, Ministry of Finance 
Steve Hollingworth, President and Chief Executive Officer, Grameen Foundation 
Ikhsan Modjo, Technical Advisor, Innovative Financing, UNDP Indonesia 
 

 
SYNOPSIS  
 
Access to credit is one of the major hurdles faced by smallholder farmers in their ability to sustain 
farming activities. However, the lack of financing also impacts smallholders’ ability to pay for their 
children’s education, medical fees and invest in non-farm income-generating activities. The lack of 
access to credit makes farmers vulnerable to sudden shocks such as food price volatility and natural 
disasters.  
 
This panel will discuss successful cases of financing smallholder farmers as well as solutions and 
initiatives have potential to be replicated. It will also identify the roles that the different stakeholders 
(e.g. government, businesses, civil society) play in scaling up these solutions. 
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FORMAT 
 
1035 – 1130  Introduction and Panel Discussion: The facilitator and discussion panel will briefly 

introduce themselves, their organisations and provide a short overview of the topic to frame 
the discussion. Speakers will then share their perspectives and examples of action on this 
topic. The facilitator will then moderate a discussion with questions for the panellists. 
 

    (55 minutes) 
 

1130 – 1200 Audience Roundtable Discussion: Delegates to share, discuss and agree on priority 
recommendations for scaling up the kind of initiatives presented during the panel, the role of 
stakeholders and making these part of an integrated approach to the SDGs.  

 
What can businesses, governments and NGOs do to scale up these collaborative 
initiatives for progress on the SDGs? 

 
   (30 minutes)  

 
1200 – 1215     Feedback from Roundtables: Each table will assign a discussion leader to stand and share 

their recommendations with the room. 
                      
                        (15 minutes) 

 
Panel speakers are encouraged to join in the audience discussion. Facilitators will remain as 
the point of contact for the recommendations.  
 

1215 – 1220   Wrap Up: The facilitator will wrap up with a quick summary of the main discussion points and 
recommendations. 
 

                  (5 minutes)  
 

 


