
 

 
1 

 
5th Responsible Business Forum on Food and Agriculture 

 
Parallel Discussion Panel 

Briefing Note 
 

Empowering farmers as entrepreneurs 
 

 
Date: Tuesday, 27 March 2018 
Time: 1415 – 1600 (1 hour and 45 mins) 
Venue: Pullman Hotel, Jakarta, Indonesia 
Room: Grand on Thamrin 1 
 
Moderator: 
Fitrian Ardiansyah, Country Director, IDH Indonesia 
 
Perspective from smallholder farmer 
 
Speakers:  
Rudy Salahuddin, Deputy Minister for Creative Economy, Entrepreneurship, and SME 
Competitiveness, Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs, Indonesia 
Götz Martin, Head, Sustainability Implementation, Golden Agri-Resources 
Yunita Widiastuti, Group Sustainability Manager, Cargill Tropical Palm 

 
 

SYNOPSIS  
 
Declining agricultural productivity is a major hurdle in the face of increasing global food demand. 
Declining productivity can be somewhat attributed to the lack of uptake of new farming technologies 
and techniques by farmers, who may have not have the resources, skills and knowledge to apply 
these tools effectively.  
 
This session will look at existing initiatives by governments, businesses and civil society on training 
and capacity building for farmers. Case studies will be shared on successful farmer education 
programs, new farming practices, and how training farmers as entrepreneurs, builds resilience and 
facilitates a more stable and secure future for farmers and their communities. Panellists will also share 
the challenges they faced in implementing these programs as well as the success factors in scaling 
up and growing their initiatives. 
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FORMAT 
 
1415 – 1500  Introduction and Panel Discussion: The facilitator and discussion panel will briefly 

introduce themselves, their organisations and provide a short overview of the topic to frame 
the discussion. Speakers will then share their perspectives and examples of action on this 
topic. The facilitator will then moderate a discussion with questions for the panellists. 
 

    (45 minutes) 
 
            1500 – 1510   Perspective from smallholder farmer 
                                    
                                    (10 minutes) 
 

1510 – 1540 Audience Roundtable Discussion: Delegates to share, discuss and agree on priority 
recommendations for scaling up the kind of initiatives presented during the panel, the role of 
stakeholders and making these part of an integrated approach to the SDGs.  

 
What can businesses, governments and NGOs do to scale up these collaborative 
initiatives for progress on the SDGs? 

 
   (30 minutes)  

 
1540 – 1555     Feedback from Roundtables: Each table will assign a discussion leader to stand and share 

their recommendations with the room. 
                      
                        (15 minutes) 

 
Panel speakers are encouraged to join in the audience discussion. Facilitators will remain as 
the point of contact for the recommendations.  
 

1555 – 1600   Wrap Up: The facilitator will wrap up with a quick summary of the main discussion points and 
recommendations. 
 

                  (5 minutes)  
 
 


