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“Farmers are the backbone of 
achieving food security”

Darmin Nasution
Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs, Indonesia



“Indonesia aims to make 
the SDGs a movement that 
involves all stakeholders 
in accordance with 
each role, function and 
capability.”

Bambang Brodjonegoro
Minister for National Development Planning, 
Indonesia

“Access to food is a basic 
human right.”

Shinta Kamdani
President, IBCSD & Vice Chair, KADIN

“Sustainability can only be 
achieved when there is 
balance between economic 
opportunity, environmental 
protection and social 
welfare.”

Franky Widjaja
Chief Executive Officer, Golden Agri-Resources 
& Co-Chairman, PISAgro
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) call for private and public 
stakeholders to work together to support diverse and nutritious food systems. 
They recognise that ending hunger and reducing malnutrition requires integrated 
approaches and solutions. The SDGs are a call to action to scale partnerships and 
initiatives that help to create shared prosperity and drive economic development. 

Producing enough nutritious food for growing populations and ensuring that they 
have access to it requires a monumental effort. The challenges in achieving this are 
further compounded by factors such as climate change and the scarcity of land and 
water resources. 

Initiatives are in place, but they are often implemented in isolation by governments, 
businesses and civil society. Furthermore, the impact and efficacy of these programs 
are often restricted by redundant objectives, which may not be inclusive and benefit 
diverse demographic groups. However, this presents opportunities for the public and 
private sectors to collaborate and implement actions that deliver the SDGs, especially 
in the food and agriculture sector. 

In the fifth edition of the Responsible Business Forum on Food & Agriculture, more 
than 400 decision-makers from businesses, governments, investors, and NGOs 
were brought together to discuss existing case studies of successful collaborations. 
Smallholder farmers also participated in the discussions and shared their insights 
and perspectives on the challenges they currently face. 

Organised by Global Initiatives, and in collaboration with the Indonesia Business 
Council for Sustainable Development (IBCSD), KADIN and PISAgro, the two-day multi-
stakeholder forum provided a platform for influential decision makers and experts to 
discuss and develop integrated solutions to the issues and challenges affecting the 
food and agriculture sector in Asia.

This year’s forum placed a major emphasis on scaling collaboration and the role 
of stakeholders in delivering the SDGs. During their speeches, Darmin Nasution, 
Indonesia’s Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs, and Franky Widjaja, CEO of 
Golden Agri-Resources, stressed the need for governments and businesses to work 
together and identify successful initiatives that need to be scaled up.

Governments of ASEAN countries were well-represented at the forum. They shared 
their strategies, existing commitments and actions to achieve the SDGs. The 
Indonesian government reaffirmed its commitment to the SDGs and emphasised the 
role of food security and improved incomes for smallholders in achieving them. 

Similarly, the Thai and Cambodian governments highlighted the need to link 
farmers with markets to increase public access to healthy and nutritious food. 
Representatives from Lao PDR, Vietnam and the Philippines also shared their 
commitments to achieving nutrition targets and the benefits of collaborating with 
other stakeholders as members of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) network. 

EVENT SUMMARY
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Sector experts facilitated parallel sessions that focused on several issues affecting 
the agriculture sector: training and capacity building for farmers; accelerating health 
and nutrition partnerships; financing smallholder farmers; scaling up sustainable 
rice production and land-use challenges. In these sessions, smallholder farmers 
had the opportunity to share their perspectives and insights on the issues under 
discussion. Delegates were able to engage experts from governments, businesses 
and civil society and recommend practical solutions.

RBF Jakarta partner organisations held focused workshops and dialogues on 
issues affecting the food and agriculture sector. The Global Agribusiness Alliance 
(GAA) and World Resources Institute (WRI) organised a training workshop on 
solutions to tackling food loss and waste. The United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) led a session on scaling private investments in sustainable 
land use that featured perspectives from financial institutions such as ING and 
BNP Paribas. Furthermore, their breakfast roundtable discussion on the role of 
women in responsible investing shared insights from experts in the field. This topic 
was continued through Grow Asia’s multi-stakeholder roundtable on women in 
agriculture, which focused on the inclusion of women in value chains.

Sustainable ecosystems are not usually a priority for smallholders as the 
relationship between farming and healthy soils and forests do not have direct impact 
on income. However, Syngenta stressed their importance for farm productivity and 
the improvement of farmer incomes. In the past years, farm productivity has been 
affected by rising farm inputs and climate change. This has also affected farmer 
incomes where they have experienced declining profits as a result of low yields. 
In response to this challenge, Pt. Sampoerna suggested moving away from mono-
cropping and the promoted crop diversification as a means of building resilience.  

At the end of the Forum, delegates were not only able to learn from existing case 
studies and initiatives, but had the opportunity to shape the next steps in scaling 
collaboration to deliver the SDGs. In doing so, several pre-requisites were identified. 
These included financing for smallholders; building trust among stakeholders; 
commercialising solutions and using data to make informed decisions. With these 
enablers in mind, stakeholders can scale up existing initiatives that will have an 
impact on the SDGs. 

Governments have a responsibility to ensure that the regulatory landscape is fit for 
purpose. Value chains in the food and agriculture sector should also find new models 
to drive economies of scale and ensure the linkage of smallholders to markets. 
Finally, training and capacity building should be given emphasis by both governments 
and businesses to improve productivity and quality of life for smallholders. 

EVENT SUMMARY
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SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS

“We need government, private sectors 
and also communities to collaborate to 
bring impacts.”

Dechen Tsering
Director, Asia and the Pacific, UN Environment

“To focus on creating value for society, 
companies need to take ownership and 
responsibility.”

Dharnesh Gordhon
President Director, Nestle Indonesia

“To scale collaboration, we need the 
SDGs as a common language and 
objective”

Bayu Krisnamurthi
Senior Lecturer and Researcher, Department of 
Agribusiness, Bogor Agricultural University 

“Investing in women means improved 
livelihoods.”

Eriko Ishikawa
Global Head, Inclusive Business, IFC

“Every company and organisation has 
the ability to catalyse change and 
contribute to the SDGs. That’s why we 
need collaborative efforts.”

Rubens Marques
President Director, Louis Dreyfus Company 
Indonesia

“Sustainability practises are all about 
bringing back humanity in the equation.”

Cristianne Close
Deputy Practice Leader, Food, WWF International

“Persistence is needed to build 
partnerships among stakeholders.”

Hendro Poedjono
Director, Corporate Affairs, Asia, FrieslandCampina

“Only 63% of the general population 
trust the food & beverage industry 
versus 69% of the informed public.”

Tish Van Dyke
Chair, Global Food Sector, Edelman

“Four out of five plates of food we eat 
come from smallholder farmers.”

Alexander Berkovskiy
Territory Head, ASEAN, Syngenta

“In order to get collaboration 
between the sectors, what is 
needed are understanding, trust and 
acknowledgement.”

Tod Gimbel
Vice President, Government Affairs, Asia-Pacific, 
Herbalife Nutrition
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SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS

“Multi-stakeholder partnership is crucial 
in reaching low-income families.”

Stefanus Indrayana
General Manager, Corporate Communication, 
Indofood

“To help our farmers and our people, we 
need to achieve the transformation of 
our rural areas.”

Mam Am Not
Secretary of State, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, Cambodia

“At the heart of the issue of inequality is 
the lack of empowerment.”

Dilhan Fernando
Chief Executive Officer, Dilmah Ceylon Tea & 
Director, Dilmah Conservation

“People, planet and prosperity should 
define agriculture.”

Simon Lord
Chief Sustainability Officer, Sime Darby

“The key to scaling up financial 
partnership is the alignment of 
interests while respecting different 
agendas of collaborating parties.”

Robert Barker
Head of Sustainable Finance & Investment, Global 
Markets Asia Pacific, BNP Paribas

“There is potential to scale up but it 
should be done one step at a time.”

Jonathan Neal
Regional Manager, Leaf Projects, PMI

“Losses at production are more 
dominant in developing regions while 
food waste at consumption is more 
dominant in developed regions.”

Brian Lipinski
Associate, World Resources Institute

“Maximising women’s participation in 
business is not just the right thing to do, 
it also makes good business sense.”

Julian Peach
Director, Knowledge & Business Innovation,
Grow Asia

“Companies that empower women can 
drive their businesses to be more 
successful.”

Andi Sitti Asmayanti
Director of Cocoa Life, Southeast Asia,
Mondelez International

“Six out of 10 ASEAN countries consider 
agriculture as a major source of 
income.”

Imelda Bacudo
Senior Advisor and Deputy Head, Forest Solutions 
Group & Climate Change Project, GIZ
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY

ROLE OF GOVERNMENTS, BUSINESSES AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS
The agriculture sector is considered the social and economic backbone of a 
significant number of Asian countries. In Southeast Asia alone, the sector commands 
almost 10% of the region’s GDP and comprises 30% per cent of its labour force. It 
is a crucial sector as almost 80% of poor people live in rural areas and depend on 
agriculture for their livelihoods. The sector’s situation is further exacerbated by 
issues such as climate change and the scarcity of natural resources. Transforming 
the sector is a complex challenge that requires a collaborative effort from 
governments, businesses and civil society. 

Based on the discussions, there were several areas and initiatives in which 
governments, businesses and civil society can work together to scale them up. 
Delegates perceive complementary roles between them that can be drivers of change 
and achievement of the SDGs.  

GOVERNMENTS AS SUPPORTER AND FACILITATOR FOR SMALLHOLDERS
If governments align their strategies and national plans with the SDGs in 
collaboration with businesses and civil society, the impacts of interventions will be 
larger in scale and more effectual. In particular, governments were recognised to 
be a key player by creating an enabling regulatory environment, and as a supporter 
and facilitator for smallholder farmers. An area identified by delegates where 
governments can play a critical role is financial inclusion. The public sector can 
help gather and disseminate data on smallholder farmers to guide sustainable 
investments by financial institutions. Moreover, they can empower farmers to protect 
the environment. Interventions such as payments for ecosystem services (PES) 
have been successful in encouraging farmers to conserve natural resources, even 
after they have been discontinued.1  Aside from this, governments can also provide 
research and capacity building for farmers. 

The SDGs are a call to action for 
governments, businesses and civil 
society to transform commitments to 
address the world’s social, economic 
and environmental challenges into 
concrete action and impact. They 
serve as a guide and a motivation to 
scale up collaboration and adopt an 
integrated approach for transforming 
the food and agriculture sector and 
improving incomes for smallholder 
farmers. 

1 Andersson, K. P., et al. (2018). Experimental 
evidence on payments for forest commons 
conservation. Nature Sustainability, 1(3), 128. 
doi:10.1038/s41893-018-0034-z

doi:10.1038/s41893-018-0034-z
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY

BUSINESSES AS CATALYSTS OF CHANGE AND ACTION 
Businesses also have a specific role to play in addition to their collaborations with 
other stakeholders. They are the link between smallholders and the markets and 
a major player in ensuring access to affordable and nutritious food. Businesses 
can be catalysts of change and action in areas such as gender equality, financing 
and technology and knowledge transfer—all of which emerged as critical areas for 
interventions during discussions at the RBF Jakarta. Businesses can be facilitators 
for the empowerment of women within their organisations as well as within their 
supply chains. This is seen through the positive effects of training and teaching 
women the necessary skills to become entrepreneurs. Complementary to this, 
the knowledge and access to technology and markets that businesses have can 
be shared with smallholders. The private sector can have a considerable impact 
in finance, for example by providing loans that promote sustainable agricultural 
practices, or by creating insurance schemes that cater to smallholders. 

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS AS SOURCES OF EXPERTISE AND TECHNICAL 
KNOWLEDGE
International and multilateral organisations, social enterprises and civil society 
groups are significant partners for governments and businesses. Their work 
complements the initiatives of the public and private sectors, as their strategies for 
improving human and environmental welfare are typically in line with the objectives 
of the SDGs. Moreover, they are sources of technical expertise and knowledge that 
can be tapped for project implementation. Similar to governments, they can be 
facilitators for smallholders, due to their strong links with the grassroots level and 
familiarity with the local environment. They can also be enablers for technology and 
knowledge transfer for smallholders. By working with governments and businesses, 
these organisations are also crucial in ensuring that strategies and initiatives are in 
line with the SDGs. 
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EMPOWERING FARMERS AS ENTREPRENEURS
Farmers are the backbone of the agriculture sector and they produce the food we 
eat. With declining productivity and increasing food demand, there is a need for 
farmers, who may not have resources, to update their skills and knowledge on new 
farming techniques and how to access markets. There are existing initiatives by 
the governments, businesses and civil society that empower farmers to become 
entrepreneurs. 

For instance, the Indonesian government has created a post-harvest strategy that 
improves the quantity, quality and productivity of farmers. They offer financing 
to farmers and training to improve their market linkages. Similarly, Golden Agri-
Resources is working to equip their partner farmers with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to be entrepreneurs. They share market information and help them 
identify where demand is. Cargill, also provides training on financial management for 
farmers within its supply chain. Smallholder farmers and civil society organisations 
are also providing capacity building on entrepreneurial skills, which are crucial in 
improving their welfare and resiliency.

After hearing the different initiatives from the government, businesses and civil 
society, and then deliberating among themselves, the delegates suggested the 
following recommendations to scale initiatives that empower farmers to be 
entrepreneurs: Firstly, strengthening the capacity of farmer organisations, as they 
are instrumental in the dissemination of skills and knowledge on entrepreneurship. 
Secondly, building a holistic trust system among stakeholders to scale up initiatives, 
as delegates identified that trust is an important element for collaboration. Lastly, 
there should be more policies that provide vocational training and incentives for 
farmers to learn new techniques and skills.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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ACCELERATING HEALTH AND NUTRITION PARTNERSHIPS
Providing access to affordable and nutritious food and combating malnutrition in 
all its forms requires not only an integrated approach, but a collaborative effort 
between governments, businesses and civil society. In the discussions, there was an 
acknowledgement that partnerships in the food and nutrition sector exist; however, 
how they work and what is actually effective remains to be understood. Knowing the 
success factors is crucial in accelerating health and nutrition partnerships.

Government representatives from Cambodia, Laos, the Philippines and Vietnam 
shared their perspectives as members of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Network. 
In their case, being members has created opportunities for collaboration and the 
alignment of national strategies with business objectives. This was also seen in 
the cases of Indofood and Herbalife Nutrition, where partnering with governments 
has led to the development of affordable fortified food products and promotion of a 
healthy lifestyle for the prevention of conditions such as diabetes and hypertension. 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation also emphasised the need for multi-sector 
partnerships to achieve health and nutrition goals. Based on their experience, 
successful partnerships are hinged on building awareness among stakeholders and 
the application of a value chain approach in solving the problem.

Given the cases presented by the panel discussants, delegates were able to 
distinguish how health and nutrition partnerships work and what is needed to scale 
them up. They recommended the need to build trust by communicating the mutual 
interests and goals of governments, businesses and civil society groups. This is 
crucial for identifying the correct approach to the problem and using resources 
effectively. In conjunction with this, there should be increased transparency for 
stakeholders, who need to speak the same language and strive towards common 
goals. Public-private partnership (PPPs) guidelines should focus on best practices 
that consider the local context, as they can serve as an example for future 
collaborations.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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BUILDING SMALLHOLDER RESILIENCE THROUGH SUSTAINABLE ECOSYSTEMS
A growing population and increasing demand for food puts pressure on farmers to 
produce more. This comes at a time when producing food has become more difficult 
as a result of climate change, and depleting land and water resources. 

The expansion of food production has led to an expansion of agricultural frontiers, 
leading to the disruption of ecosystems and the depletion of biodiversity. The link 
between healthy ecosystems and farming are often unclear for smallholders. In 
developing countries where income and livelihoods are important, the conservation 
and protection of ecosystems comes secondary. 

On the contrary, there are several examples where governments, businesses and civil 
society are teaching farmers the importance of healthy soils and biodiversity. The 
Indonesian government believes that this starts with access to land. Without legal 
documentation, farmers are not empowered to cultivate and protect the land that 
they work on. 

Syngenta and Kellogg believe that innovative practices are needed to help farmers 
protect the ecosystem. In their existing initiatives, they involve local communities and 
give farmers incentives to protect their ecosystems. ICRAF also supports training 
and capacity building on the relationship between farming and forests. Based on 
research and data gathered from various parts of the globe, existing evidence 
strongly supports the fact that protection of ecosystems and biodiversity is beneficial 
to farming, leading to improved incomes and welfare.

Delegates who participated in the session gained an understanding of how 
ecosystems and biodiversity help to build smallholder resilience. They recommended 
the creation of smallholder cooperatives that would improve the dissemination of 
knowledge and technology for building resilience. They saw the need to improve 
access to finance and risk protection for farmers. By reducing uncertainties, they 
also become less vulnerable to climate and weather variability. Finally, improving the 
sharing of data was seen as important for public-private partnerships. Data is crucial 
in identifying the right beneficiaries and interventions.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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TACKLING FOOD LOSS AND WASTE
One-third of food produced around the world is wasted each year. This has significant 
economic, social and environmental consequences. However, actions taken to reduce 
food loss and waste, creates benefits for farmers, companies and households. An 
immediate effect is increased savings for all. Other long-term impacts include the 
reduction of hunger and the alleviation of pressure on water, land and the climate. 
Despite this, initiatives from businesses are still lacking, as they do not know where 
to start in reduction efforts, while the benefits of early action are still unclear.  

The World Resources Institute (WRI) together with the Global Agribusiness Alliance 
(GAA) are helping agribusiness and food companies to reduce food loss and wastage 
in their operations and supply chain. During the session, they shared success stories 
and strategies of companies that were able to reduce wastage. For instance, Olam is 
consciously paying attention to the packaging for its commodities and ensuring that 
they are not torn or broken. In addition, Nestle is working with its dairy farmers by 
training them on proper dairy harvesting techniques and methods to avoid wastage. 

Based on the cases presented and strategies offered by WRI and GAA, delegates of 
the session recommended the need to adjust consumer behaviour and challenge 
norms with regard to food consumption. Consumers are also an important 
component in the value chain. Raising awareness and nudging them to change their 
consumption habits will lead to positive benefits for reducing food loss and waste. 
In addition, it was also recommended that new technology and innovative solutions 
that help reduce food loss should be made available. Lastly, governments can also 
contribute through improved or additional regulations that prevent or reduce food 
loss and waste.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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TRANSFORMING RURAL LIVELIHOODS THROUGH CROP DIVERSIFICATION
Crop diversification can help achieve sustainable agriculture and mitigate climate 
change risks. It allows farmers to have a wider variety of crops, leading to greater 
incomes and reducing their vulnerability to unforeseen events. However, there 
are various barriers and challenges for smallholders to adopt crop diversification, 
including a lack of knowledge on how to build a diversification strategy that 
maximises production and profit. Poor farm-to-market linkages limit the incentives 
for farmers to shift to a wider variety of crops.

The session was a platform for delegates to realise that crop diversification is 
possible and that adoption can be more widespread. The government of Thailand 
started out with a strategy of crop intensification but has evolved its strategy to 
incorporate diversification strategies. This was a result of the need to improve 
farmers’ profitability and to reduce risks from weather and climate variability. In the 
case of Pt. Sampoerna, the company worked with the government of Malawi to help 
30,000 farmers to plant alternative crops, such as soya beans. They also partnered 
with USAID to provide technology, contract growing and irrigation. Control Union 
Certifications stressed the importance of crop diversification. The audits that they 
have conducted show the importance of creating solutions that help to achieve food 
and nutrition security. Crop diversification is a good answer but it should also be 
supported by the smallholders themselves.

Given the cases presented, delegates were able to obtain an overview of what works 
and how can crop diversification be further promoted. At the end of the session, they 
recommended the need to strengthen the current system to promote diversification. 
This requires a collaborative effort from governments, businesses and civil society 
to ensure that incentives are in place, as well as opportunities for farmers to market 
their crops. Delegates emphasised that scaling up crop diversification should start 
from the government through national frameworks, and that institutions should be 
strong and supportive of diversification.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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BREAKTHROUGH SOLUTIONS TO FINANCING SMALLHOLDER FARMERS
Access to finance remains the biggest challenges smallholder farmers face. 
Increasing production costs and pressures on production due to resource scarcity 
and climate change has made it difficult for them to sustain their farming 
activities. In addition, current financing systems often involve tedious procedures 
and documentation that discourage farmers. There are, however, some emerging 
solutions that ease the process of lending to smallholders, such as the increasing 
use of the internet and mobile phones as instruments for financial inclusion. These 
methods can lower transaction costs and improve farmers’ access to market 
information, allowing them to make better decisions. 

The programme targets entrepreneurs and businesses that are not considered to be 
“bankable” by financial institutions. The Ministry of Finance and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) are also working together to improve the country’s 
Islamic financing programme. These programmes recognise the need to bridge the 
financing gap for the SDGs as it targets underserved farmers.

Control Union also shared their insights from the field. They have found that 
increasing prices for farm inputs have pushed farmers to take on more debt. The 
Grameen Foundation highlighted the importance of technology in improving access 
to finance for smallholders. Although there are multiple initiatives currently using 
technology to give farmers information, there is still a lot of rom for growth. The 
information flow will be both ways, as data will be crucial in understanding the credit 
risk of farmers, as well as what their needs will be.

The insights and case studies presented at the forum led to several 
recommendations. Delegates stressed the need to listen to farmers and communities 
to get a better understanding of their credit needs. In addition, governments should 
facilitate the creation of innovative policies for financing. Technology platforms such 
as crowdfunding and micro-loans can serve as alternative sources of financing for 
farmers. In partnership with businesses and civil society groups, governments can 
also improve the regulatory environment to enable financing schemes that cater to 
smallholders. Lastly, the need to collect data to better serve farmers was seen as a 
crucial element in scaling up financing policies. 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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SCALING THE SUSTAINABLE RICE PLATFORM
Rice is a daily staple for more than 3.5 billion people and supports the livelihoods of 
over 1 billion people. It is a critical commodity that contributes to food security for 
half the world’s population. The Sustainable Rice Platform (SRP) was established as 
a multi-stakeholder platform co-convened by UN Environment and the International 
Rice Research Institute (IRRI) to promote resource efficiency and sustainability in 
trade flows, production and consumption operations and supply chains in the global 
rice sector. 

During the discussions, various ideas and solutions were brought up by experts 
and practitioners on how to expand the reach of the SRP. Representatives from the 
Cambodian Agricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI), Olam, UN 
Environment and SRP recognised the changing dynamics of rice supply and demand 
and its influence on policies. Most governments in the region are shifting away from 
dependence on rice and encouraging the production of other crops, in part out a 
concern over meeting basic nutritional needs.

Smallholders are responsible for 99% of rice production, and given the sensitivity of 
the crop as a means of food security and nutrition, as well as poverty reduction, there 
are inadequate safety nets for rural households in the event of sudden price shocks.

Given the challenges and issues faced by the rice industry, delegates recommended 
solutions that can maximise the potential of the SRP. Firstly, strengthening 
awareness among retailers and consumers in order to help spread information about 
the platform. Secondly, sharing success stories of how other solutions scaled up, to 
serve as examples for stakeholders as they consider their initiatives and projects. 
Thirdly, the SRP should be leveraged to link rice farmers to markets. A commonly 
cited issue is that farmers lack information and access to markets. With businesses 
as its members, SRP can reach out to smallholders and transfer knowledge and 
technology that improve their market linkages.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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SCALING SOLUTIONS TO LAND USE CHALLENGES
The agriculture sector is one of the biggest drivers of deforestation and carbon 
emissions. As the industry continues to face increasing pressure to feed a growing 
population, further constraints will be placed on already scarce natural resources 
such as land. There are also environmental costs as seen through the loss of 
biodiversity and destruction of ecosystems. The challenge now lies in adopting 
integrated approaches that consider food security and smallholder welfare as 
complementary. 

Representatives from the Thai and Indonesian government and IDH shared their 
experiences and insights on the issue. In the case of Indonesia, the government is 
accelerating the land certification process where farmers in West Sumatra receive 
assistance with mapping and registration. Having land certificates allows them to 
access other services such as financing and training. 

In Thailand, the government is committed to protecting forest areas and proper land 
distribution. Current policies on rural development focus on empowering villages 
to live harmoniously in the forest and protect the environment. Through community 
involvement and strong political support, the targets of the SDGs are mainstreamed 
in national strategies. This is supported by IDH through their work with different 
communities. They have identified that it is crucial that projects reflect the needs of 
the local communities. Research organisations are also instrumental in providing 
technical knowledge for communities in areas such as crop mapping and crop 
suitability.  

Given the current initiatives from Indonesia and Thailand, it was recommended that 
land planning and certification should be supported by a credible and transparent 
system. Delegates recognised the importance of land certificates for smallholders. 
In this light, linking government planning with local knowledge and businesses will 
help encourage communities to be involved and to protect natural resources. Public-
private partnerships are also key to implementing integrated landscape approaches. 
It was recommended that governments and businesses work together to design 
and implement solutions for land use challenges that protect and conserve natural 
resources and improve the welfare of communities. 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE
There is a consensus that women are key contributors to the agriculture sector. 
However, the United Nations reported that despite the broadly equal participation 
of women and men in the sector, the former still lag far behind men in agricultural 
holding, with female share at 13%.2   Women also have less access to fertiliser and 
machinery than men and are less likely to own a mobile phone. In comparison to 
men, women are also paid less and are more likely to be in vulnerable employment 
with low wages, no formal contracts or labour rights and minimal social protection. 
In 2015, the gender pay gap in the Asia Pacific region reached 20%. 

Looking at the data, there are opportunities to reduce the gender gap in the 
agriculture sector. Women play an important role and empowering them can add 
US$28 trillion to global annual GDP by 2025, according to McKinsey3. Based on 
their research, OECD also shows that there is a relationship between agricultural 
productivity and gender equality. Results show that countries with higher gender 
equality have higher average cereal yields.4  These findings are validated on 
the ground through IFC’s work in facilitating inclusive business. Based on their 
experience, agribusinesses that involved women have greater productivity. This 
means that applying gender-smart solutions and investing in women throughout the 
value chain can have profound impacts.

Given the economic and social potential of women in agriculture, there is a need to 
gather better data at the household level on gender roles. After hearing the insights 
and perspectives of experts, delegates highlighted the importance of data to identify 
the appropriate solutions for engaging women. In addition, they also recommended 
better representation of women at farmer organisations. Encouraging women to 
be in leadership roles is also an opportunity for them to articulate their rights and 
needs. Lastly, there should be more gender specialists in the private sector, in order 
to facilitate the incorporation of gender issues in projects and initiatives.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY

2 The Food and Agriculture Organization (2011). 
The State of Food and Agriculture 2011: 
Women and Agriculture, Closing the Gender 
Gap on Development. Retrieved from http://
www.fao.org/docrep/013/i2050e/i2050e.pdf. 

3 Woetzel, Jonathan, et. al. (2015). “The Power 
of Parity: How Advancing Women’s Equality 
Can Add $12 Trillion to Global Growth”, 
Retrieved from https://www.mckinsey.com/
global-themes/employment-and-growth/
how-advancing-womens-equality-can-add-
12-trillion-to-global-growth. 

4 Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (2015). “Gender equality and 
women’s rights in the post-2015: A foundation 
for sustainable development”, https://www.
oecd.org/dac/POST-2015%20Gender.pdf. 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/013/i2050e/i2050e.pdf. 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/013/i2050e/i2050e.pdf. 
https://www.mckinsey.com/global-themes/employment-and-growth/how-advancing-womens-equality-can-add-1
https://www.mckinsey.com/global-themes/employment-and-growth/how-advancing-womens-equality-can-add-1
https://www.mckinsey.com/global-themes/employment-and-growth/how-advancing-womens-equality-can-add-1
https://www.mckinsey.com/global-themes/employment-and-growth/how-advancing-womens-equality-can-add-1
https://www.oecd.org/dac/POST-2015%20Gender.pdf.  
https://www.oecd.org/dac/POST-2015%20Gender.pdf.  
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FINANCIERS IN CONVERSATION: SCALING PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN SUSTAINABLE 
LAND USE
Across Asia, there is a rising interest in how financial institutions can help incentivize 
and scale up private investment in sustainable land use. While public finance is 
increasingly constrained, private capital continues to grow. Despite the relative 
availability of private funding to address social and environmental challenges, 
gaining access to finance remains a barrier for many businesses. It is also hard for 
financial institutions to identify and channel private funding towards companies 
aimed at promoting sustainable land use practices. Led by USAID Green Invest Asia, 
the session drew upon insights from financiers at BNP Paribas, ING and Lestari 
Capital and discussed how investment funds and commercial banks could design the 
appropriate instruments and approaches to accelerate the flow of private capital into 
sustainable businesses. 

The discussion highlighted three main concepts. Firstly, environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) performance-linked loans have been gaining momentum among 
commercial and investment banks. The concept ensures buy-in from both sides, 
offering a financial incentive for companies and risk mitigation for financiers. 
Recent examples of sustainable loans in Asia between ING and Wilmar International 
Limited, or the $500 million deal between Singapore food giant Olam and a “club” 
of 15 banks (ING and BNP Paribas included), are signs of a growing trend. Secondly, 
cooperation to facilitate private investment is necessary for small landholders to gain 
economies of scale, lower financial transaction costs, and increase access to finance. 
Financial cooperation creates an opportunity for investors to diversity risk and 
blend commercial and non-commercial interests around a single transaction Lastly, 
increasing the existence and trust in offtake agreements is key for the agricultural 
sector. Such reliable and long-term offtake agreements, though they do not replace 
collateral, can reduce the amount of assets a company needs for a loan guarantee.

In talking about how to scale up investment in sustainable land use, three crucial 
suggestions emerged from the discussion: promote the use of ESG loans linked to 
sustainability performance, leverage the power of cooperation to facilitate private 
investment, and raise awareness around the importance of offtake agreements. 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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The Fifth Responsible Business Forum on Food and Agriculture showed that scaling up 
initiatives to deliver the SDGs is possible. With governments, businesses, international 
organisations and associations present at the event, it amplified the call to action to 
working together to implement projects and initiatives that improve the livelihood and 
welfare of smallholder farmers and achieve food and nutrition security.

Governments, businesses and civil society organisations reiterated their commitments 
to achieving the SDGs and using them as guiding principles for policies and strategies. 
They are already implementing solutions, but these are often occuring in isolation, 
limiting their impact. 

Scaling effective initiatives requires a concerted effort and an integrated approach. 
This is reflected through the direct impacts and indirect benefits of achieving food and 
nutrition on other areas such as health, education, inequality and biodiversity.

In order to scale up collaborative efforts to deliver the SDGs, participants pointed 
to several enabling factors. Firstly, financing is crucial if programmes are to be 
implemented and their reach is to be extended to underserved groups, such as 
smallholders.

Secondly, trust, acknowledgement and understanding are the cornerstones of 
collaboration. Stakeholders must learn to accept these elements in order to create and 
sustain successful partnerships. 

Thirdly, solutions for achieving the SDGs should be market-driven. Commercialising 
solutions means more beneficiaries and greater impact. 

Fourthly, data is an important foundation for making evidence-based decisions. It is 
also crucial for measuring and monitoring progress over time. 

NEXT STEPS 
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Delegates identified several pathways to scaling up interventions. Stakeholders need 
to identify existing, successful initiatives and scale them, rather than try to reinvent the 
wheel.  There are already good programs and initiatives around the region, but many 
need further support

It is also important to create a regulatory environment that supports the expansion of 
initiatives and projects that empower smallholder farmers or improve their welfare. An 
example of this is the current initiative by the Indonesian government to distribute land 
certificates to smallholders. This gives them a legal title which allows them to invest in 
their land and access other services. 

The importance of linking the farmers to markets was emphasised during the RBF. 
In order for smallholders to improve their welfare and ensure food security, training 
and capacity building should be readily available, and efforts should be made to 
improve efficiency through the value chain, for example by reducing the role of 
middlemen. There is a lot of potential in using new models and new technologies to 
drive economies of scale in value chains, such as emerging internet platforms where 
farmers can directly sell to consumers, which reduce costs for the producer and 
increase their incomes. 

Delegates recognised the need for capacity building, especially at government level. 
As the predominant source of training and information for smallholders, governments 
need to improve their knowledge on how to improve farm productivity and yield quality. 
This will also help with the proper implementation and monitoring of policies that affect 
smallholders. Governments can also work with businesses and civil society to gain new 
knowledge and information on farming techniques and available technologies. 

The RBF on Food and Agriculture fostered open discussions on solutions to scale 
up initiatives that help alleviate the persistent challenges in the food and agriculture 
sector. The event was not only a platform for dialogue but also a call for more active 
engagements and collaborations to make responsible businesses a reality. The 
opportunities to collaborate and deliver the SDGs are in place and stakeholders can 
contribute. 

NEXT STEPS 
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MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

RBF Jakarta 2018 received significant media coverage, with top tier publications, 
journalists and broadcasters present at the event. Interviews were secured with a 
number of key speakers in prominent print and online media in CNBC Indonesia, 
The Jakarta Post, Kompas, Voice of Indonesia and others. International business and 
NGO leaders that participated in RBF Jakarta were also interviewed. 
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MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

HEADLINE PUBLICATION TYPE LINK

Pemerintah Ajak Bulog dan Swasta Sediakan Pengering Gabah

Darmin Beberkan Masalah Utama Pangan Apa Saja?

Darmin Ajak Pengusaha Tingkatkan Kualitas Pangan RI

Kampanye Gaya Hidup Sehat, Herbalife Gandeng Pemerintah

Akses Terhadap Pangan Adalah Kunci Mencapai Tujuan Pembangunan Berkelanjutan

Ini Strategi Pemerintah Tingkatkan Ketahanan Pangan

Anomali Cuaca, Pemerintah Siapkan KUR Alat Pengering

Herbalife Perkuat Komitmen Kampanye Gaya Hidup Sehat

Responsible Business Forum 2018

The 5th Responsible Business Forum Held in Jakarta

Sustainability Key to Meeting Food Demand

Herbalife Nutrition Berkomitmen Kampanyekan Gaya Hidup Sehat

Darmin: Data Pangan RI Tak Akurat

Pemerintah Bersiap Hadapi Lonjakan Kebutuhan Pangan

Di Depan Para Pengusaha Pertanian, Darmin Ungkap Masalah Pangan RI

Harga Beras Mahal Hinga Data Tak Akurat Jadi Masalah Utama Pertanian RI

Di Hadapan Pengusaha Dan Akademisi, Menko Darmin Beberkan Masalah
Sektor Pertanian

Tak Hanya Cuaca Ternyata Ini Masalah Utama Pertanian RI

Darmin Nasution Ajak Setiap Pihak Jawab Tantangan Iklim, Populasi, dan Lahan

Herbalife Dukung Kerja Sama Capai SDGs

Gandeng Pengusaha, Darmin Ingin Sektor Pangan Menarik Bagi Anak Muda

Herbalife Perkuat Komitmen Kampanye Gaya Hidup Sehat

Tercapainya Ketahanan Pangan Butuh Kolaborasi Berbagai Pihak

Program SDG’s (photo caption)

Pemerintah Pertimbangkan Impor Gula Konsumsi

Defisit Stok Perlu Diatasi

CMB Ditarget 1.2 Juta Ton

Sustainability Key to Meeting Food Demand

Masalah Pangan Perlu Segera Diselesaikan

Seminar Ketahanan Pangan (photo caption)

Program SDG’s (photo caption)

Responsible Business Forum

Ketahanan Pangan (photo caption)

Detik.com

Detik.com

Detik.com

JPNN.com

LensaIndonesia.com

Netralnews.com

Medcom.Id

Bisnis.com

Tribun Images

Voice of Indonesia

The Jakarta Post

Menara62.com

CNBC Indonesia

Beritasatu.com

Kumparan.com

Liputan6.com

Merdeka.com

KrJogja.com

Oranye News

Antaranews.com

KataData.co.id

Eljohnnews.com

Infosawit.com

Investor Daily

Investor Daily

Kompas

Republika

The Jakarta Post

Suara Merdeka

Investor Daily

Suara Pembaruan

Suara Pembaruan

Pikiran Rakyat

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

Print

Print

Print

Print

Print

Print

Print

Print

Print

Print

https://goo.gl/HxyYCE

https://goo.gl/RooXzf

https://goo.gl/uybNUu

https://goo.gl/qizk77

https://goo.gl/qgvqDB

https://goo.gl/2nQ2my

https://goo.gl/nUF3rt

https://goo.gl/SDDGkN

https://goo.gl/wScgTJ

https://goo.gl/Q2c9ev

https://goo.gl/EnfsLh

https://goo.gl/WUe8Mg

https://goo.gl/tN13yg

https://goo.gl/Wwydc3

https://goo.gl/rrJBqY

https://goo.gl/Uq4H3k

https://goo.gl/M6VdFx

https://goo.gl/ig2fdJ

https://goo.gl/XFfzCx

https://goo.gl/8e6QFo

https://goo.gl/N6RNAo

https://goo.gl/oXDtqw

https://goo.gl/4Y3Taq



Responsible Business Forum 
on Food and Agriculture

27 – 28 March 2018
Pullman, Jakarta – Indonesia

25

SOCIAL MEDIA

Top Tweet Impressions

Top Tweet Engagement

475
Number of tweets posted 

309
Number of tweets liked

2,240,976
Number of tweet impressions

207
Number of retweets 

#RBFJAKARTA

has been delivered on other 
people’s timelines

484,394
times

4,664 
impressions

4,624
impressions

45
engagements

42
engagements
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AUDIENCE PROFILE

Audience Profile by Organisation

Audience Profile by Level

Business

IO/NGO/NPO

Media

Government

Academia

None of the above

Head of Department/Director

Manager

Communications/Media

C-Level/Managing Director

Advisor/Consultant

Student/Volunteer

Other

41%

33%

10%

9%

4%

4%

21%

18%

10%

5%

4%

4%

38%
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AUDIENCE PROFILE

Audience Profile by Industry

Audience Profile by Countries

Food, beverage & agriculture

Media, Marketing, PR

Banking and Finance

Consumer Goods and Services

IT, Electronics, Telecommunications

Bulding, Manufacturing & Construction

Forestry & Paper

Health & Wellbeing

Others

26%

12%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

57%

Delegates were drawn from 15 countries:
Australia, Brazil, Cambodia, Egypt, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
Lao PDR, Philippines, Singapore, Switzerland, Thailand, United 
Kingdom, USA and Vietnam
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AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT

For a second year in a row, the RBF Connect App has been instrumental in 
providing an integrated digital experience for our delegates at the Responsible 
Business Forum on Food and Agriculture 2018. With access to the agenda, speaker 
and sponsor details as well as attendee lists, RBF Connect was utilised by the 
participants at the event. The app also worked as a digital concierge in arranging 
meetings between the delegates at the forum and helped maximise networking and 
discussion opportunities. 

There were also new features that were critical to audience participation such as 
the live Q & A and the ability to scan virtual business cards. Together with these 
important features, RBF Connect was successful in providing a space where 
delegates could share their updates and images from the forum and raised the 
engagement on the app to a higher level.

3,071
views

Activity Feed

1,730
views

Agenda

824
views

Speakers
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THANK YOU!

Global Initiatives would like to thank you for supporting the Responsible Business 
Forum on Food and Agriculture Jakarta 2018.

We look forward to welcoming you to the next forum. 

Responsible Business Forum on Sustainable Development Africa,
Johannesburg, South Africa
26 – 27 June 2018 

Responsible Business Forum on Sustainable Development, Singapore
10-12 October 2018

Responsible Business Forum on Climate Innovation, Shenzen, China
28-29 November 2018
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