
14—15 MARCH 2017
GRAND HYATT, JAKARTA

RESPONSIBLE 
BUSINESS FORUM
ON FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE

LEAD ORGANISER C0-ORGANISERS

OUTCOME STATEMENTS 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS

SECURING ASIA’S FOOD 
AND NUTRITION FUTURE



“ THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
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Indonesia
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E V E N T  S U M M A R Y

Producing enough food to meet the calorific demand of this growing population is a huge 
task in itself; ensuring that all of these people have access to the right nutrition is altogether 
more formidable. More than 500 million people in Asia are undernourished and almost 28% 
of the children in Southeast Asia under five years-old remain malnourished and stunted. 
Addressing this nutrition gap is not just a global necessity, but a moral imperative.

Smallholder farmers are the foundation of food security and adequate nutrition in Asia, and 
around the world. An estimated 85% of the world’s 525 million smallholder farmers live and 
work in Asia. Combined, the world’s smallholders contribute 70% of the planet’s food. Yet 
smallholder farmers often live on the edge of poverty, facing several daunting challenges 
including poor access to credit, unclear land titles, lack of connectivity to the markets. They 
also often lack access to the quality inputs and training that would allow them to improve 
their productivity and income. Women, who make up two-thirds of the world’s farmers, remain 
particularly disadvantaged and produce 20-30% less than their male counterparts, due to 
more limited access to the resources they need to improve their yields.

To address these challenges, the 4th Responsible Business Forum on Food and 
Agriculture, brought over 550 delegates from all over the globe together in Jakarta, with 
Minister Bambang Brodjonegoro's official address announcing that "this Forum will bring 
results in actionable recommendations." 

Organised by Global Initiatives in collaboration with KADIN, PISAgro, and the Indonesia 
Business Council for Sustainable Development (IBCSD), this two-day multi-stakeholder forum 
provided the platform for influential decision-makers from the public and private sectors to 
find holistic solutions to the complex problems impacting agriculture in Asia. 

Every year, the world population 
grows by 70 million, which means 
70 million more people to feed by 
an agriculture sector beset by the 
challenges of shrinking cultivatable 
farmland and over-stretched water 
supplies. These challenges will be 
compounded by climate change. 
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E V E N T  S U M M A R Y

Sector experts facilitated discussions focusing on seven commodity groups: aquaculture and 
fisheries, cocoa, coffee, dairy, grains, palm oil and rice. In these working groups, smallholder 
farmers and delegates had an open dialogue on the greatest hurdles that farmers face every 
day, and defined actionable recommendations to overcome these constraints. 

This year’s forum placed a major emphasis on health and nutrition. As Hari Priyono, 
Secretary-General at Indonesia’s Department of Agriculture, said, the agenda “[came] up 
with common perspectives in securing Asia’s food and nutrition security.”

Breakout sessions focused on challenges and holistic solutions that can work across individual 
sectors and crops. Panel discussions involving industry experts covered food fortification, 
gender equality, supply chain innovations, crop diversification, climate smart agriculture, 
health and nutrition, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and land rights, among other 
critical topics. Senior leaders from the government and business community also engaged in 
deeper discussions during the lunch on the opening day of the forum. 

The forum’s agenda was supported by parallel events led by several partner organisations. 
The World Business Council on Sustainable Development (WBCSD) and the Global Agri-
business Alliance organised a meeting focused on strategies for Climate Smart Agriculture 
in ASEAN. The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) 
launched a report analysing business perspectives on innovation and the SDGs. The report 
findings were discussed in a round table event at RBF Jakarta to gather inputs and ideas 
on how to achieve the opportunities for SDG-aligned business innovation. Grow Asia led a 
multi-stakeholder round table discussion on women in agriculture to push for more gender-
inclusive initiatives in Asia.
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S P E A K E R  H I G H L I G H T S

Bambang Brodjonegoro, Minister for National Development and Planning, Sofyan Djalil, 
Minister for Agrarian and Spatial Planning and Doddy Izwardy, Director of Nutrition at 
Ministry of Health, addressed delegates on securing Asia’s health and nutrition future 
while improving the socio-economic status and livelihoods of smallholder farmers. 

Government speakers were supported by business experts from the food and 
agriculture sector, non-governmental organisations and leading international agencies, 
all emphasising the need to work together with farmers to increase the supply of 
sustainable and nutritious agricultural commodities. Imran Nasrullah, CEO of Louis 
Dreyfus Company Indonesia, explained how the RBF Jakarta in 2016 had been a 
platform for them to build strategic partnership programs for empowering women 
farmers, “proving that sessions and forums like this work.” 

The Forum highlighted the requirement for better inputs, technology and financing
to improve productivity. Pierre Courtemanche, CEO of Geo-Traceability, explained
how technologies today have evolved to help smallholders improve their productivity 
while also becoming more environmentally sustainable. However, accessibility to these 
technologies and other resources, is not equal among farmers. 

Jenny Costelloe, Director of Country Partnerships at Grow Asia, acknowledged that “If 
women had equal access to inputs, we could have 100-200 million people come out of 
hunger.” With these challenges on the table, there was still a sentiment of optimism, and 
despite 795 million people suffering chronic undernourishment from 2014-2016 globally 
(FAO, 2016), Beverley Postma, Chief Executive of HarvestPlus, reminded us that “the 
eradication of hidden hunger is in our grasp.” 

The Keynote Address from Peter Bakker, President of the World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development, highlighted some of the most pressing problems in food 
production and consumption globally. He stated “There are 500 million smallholder 
farmers in the world and half of them can barely survive in their business.” Bakker 
suggested that while we must increase productivity, “the food waste in the U.S. alone 
could feed all of Africa...the conversation needs to be turned around, it needs to start 
with what is in our diet.” He concluded with a call for collaboration, “not one actor can 
fix these things alone, we need to come together”. 

Malcolm Preston, Global 
Sustainability Leader at PwC, opened 
the forum with a call to action for 
participants to “Trade On” - the 
opposite of a trade-off– by which all 
parties mutually benefit. This set the 
stage for delegates from all sectors 
to work together to tackle the most 
pressing problems facing agriculture 
in Southeast Asia. 
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S M A L L H O L D E R  F A R M E R  H I G H L I G H T S

"Cocoa farmers are demanded to produce high quality although we are 
supplied with low-tech equipment.”
Pak Muslimin, cocoa farmer from Southwest Sulawesi 

“Many farmers try to avoid middlemen but we try to make the middlemen 
our partner.”
Pak Ardian, aquaculture farmer 

"The challenge is that smallholder farmers are poorly funded." 
Pak Sofyan, smallholder palm oil farmer from South Sumatra 

"In growing different crops, we have very limited capital, which is the big 
challenge."
Opung Purnama and Opung Lambas, smallholder coffee farmers 

"Farmers need better quality cows and support for buying good milking 
machines."
Pak Sudar, smallscale dairy farmer from East Java 

"Government subsidised programs and support for rice farmers are still off 
the mark."
Pak Sumarna, smallholder rice farmer from Karawang 

"If the farmers can get access to technology they can improve their 
income."
Pak Sholahudin, corn farmer from East Java 
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S P E A K E R  H I G H L I G H T S

“We need to deliver a balance 
between economic and 
environmental sustainability.”
Franky Widjaja, 
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, 
Golden Agri-Resources

“Even the poor should have access 
to a variety of foods to eat.”
Kundavi Kadiresan, 
Assistant Director General and 
Regional Representative for Asia and 
the Pacific, FAO

“70% of all children suffering from 
malnutrition live in Asia.”
Shinta Kamdani, 
President, Indonesia Business Council 
for Sustainable Development

“One of the biggest agricultural 
problems is the imbalance in crop 
variety.”
Bobby Hamzah Rafinus, 
Special Staff of Regional Development, 
Coordinating Ministry for Economic 
Affairs, Indonesia

“There are 500 million smallholder 
farmers in the world, half of 
them can barely survive in their 
business.”
Peter Bakker, 
President, World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (WBCSD)

“Based on an idea started in 
RBF Jakarta 2016, we now have 
a program of agronomy and 
economic development with women 
farmers.”
Imran Nasrullah, 
Chief Executive, Indonesia, Louis 
Dreyfus Company

“To maintain food security, every 
farmer needs to have their own field 
in their village.”
Opung Purnama & Lambas, 
Coffee farmers, Lake Toba, 
North Sumatra

“Trust building is the important key 
to build the SDGs.”
Beverley Postma, 
Chief Executive, HarvestPlus

“Staple food fortification is the 
easiest way to tackle hidden 
hunger.”
Dipanwita Chakraborty, 
Regional Director, Corporate 
Responsibility, Cargill Asia Pacific

“Without good and strong farmer 
organisations you can’t have strong 
farmers.”
Fitrian Ardiansyah, 
Country Director, Indonesia, 
Sustainable Trade Initiative (IDH)
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S P E A K E R  H I G H L I G H T S

“There needs to be a greater level 
of trust & knowledge exchange 
between smallholders & private 
sector.”
Nurdiana Darus,
Director, Southeast Asia, Rainforest 
Alliance

“Farmers must use their growth 
together with government to 
become 'bankable'.”
Ronny Iswara, 
Head of Business Development and 
Change Management, Rabobank 
Indonesia

“Working with smallholders 
gives room to reduce risk of 
environmental degradation.”
Petra Meekers, 
Director of CSR & Sustainable 
Development, Musim Mas

“Sometimes the government forgets 
that farmers are investors in the 
economy too.”
Segfredo Serrano, 
Undersecretary for Policy and 
Planning, Department of Agriculture, 
Philippines

“Sustainable commodity is the best 
way for sustainable agriculture 
development.”
Parveen Kathuria, 
President Director, Syngenta Indonesia

“How do you get farmers change 
how they harvest? We need 
innovation with incentives in the 
supply chain.”
Peter Whiteside, 
Vice President, Commercial, Asia 
Pacific Middle East & Africa, Mars

“Smallholder farmers are the 
fundamental contributors to food 
security.”
Aftab Alam Khan, 
International Advocacy and Policy 
Manager, ActionAid International

“The private sector can provide 
business innovation models 
to enable programmes to be 
successful.”
Kamel Chida, 
Deputy Director, Nutrition, 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

“Gender is an important issue 
in agriculture, and all farmers 
need to be given confidence they 
will generate more money by 
diversifying crops.”
Fenton Beed, 
Regional Director, East & Southeast Asia, 
Oceania, World Vegetable Center

“14 million children under 5 are 
stunting while 5 million are obese.”
Chandavone Phoxay, 
Deputy Director General, Hygiene 
Health Promotion Department, Ministry 
of Health, Laos
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W O R K I N G  G R O U P S

Working groups for seven commodities—aquaculture and fisheries, cocoa, coffee, dairy, 
grains, palm oil and rice—brought together industry experts and smallholder farmers 
to discuss the challenges on the ground. There were two separate panel discussions 
focused on finance and technology and knowledge and markets, followed by round 
table discussions to draft actionable recommendations.

Across the seven commodities, the working groups identified several overarching 
challenges:

• Finance: There is a clear need to improve smallholders’ access to finance, credit and 
insurance. Often times financial institutions lack understanding of the agricultural 
sector for providing tailored financial schemes that suit smallholders. 

• Capacity building: There remains a lack of knowledge of good agricultural 
practices and an inability to reach enough farmers through extension services. This is 
exacerbated by physically isolated smallholders living in remote areas.

• Infrastructure: Proper infrastructure for irrigation, transport, storage, and 
processing of agricultural products reduces a farmer’s ability to intensify production, 
increase the value of harvested produce, and results in huge post-harvest losses.

• Climate change: Training for smallholders, encouraging crop diversification, and 
increasing research and development on new agricultural technologies must be 
undertaken in the context of climate change. 

• Technology: There is huge potential for technology, especially ICT to improve 
smallholders’ access to technical training, finance, and to bring farmers closer to the 
market. 

• Labour: Women farmers are often marginalised in agriculture with less access to 
resources that prevents them from achieving optimal productivity. 

• Nutrition: Asia is home to a large proportion of malnourished people in the world, 
especially children. Not many consumers understand and appreciate the importance 
of proper nutrition, or what food can provide adequate nourishment. 

• Policies: Policy making in many Asian countries often happens in silos and there is 
an imminent need for them to be scientifically-sound, holistic and balanced. 
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W O R K I N G  G R O U P S

The working groups also identified some overarching recommendations across all seven 
commodities. 

Firstly, smallholders need more access to finance, insurance and risk mitigation tools, 
meaning that:

• Financial institutions must understand the uniqueness of the agriculture sector and 
provide more customised financial solutions to smallholders

• Loans to farmers must be on priority and preferential terms, for example, lower 
interest rates, and repayment should be aligned with the crop calendar

• Price volatility of commodities needs to be reduced through measures, such as 
establishing future markets for better price discovery, improved storage infrastructure, 
and making middlemen into valuable intermediaries

• There should be more training to improve overall financial literacy of not only the 
smallholders but the homemakers to help them better manage their household budget

Producing diverse and nutritious food is as important as producing enough food. Making 
sure that this happens is the collective responsibility of all stakeholders in agriculture.

• Government, private sector and civil society should work together to help educate 
consumers and make them understand the importance of proper nutrition needed in 
diets

• All possible innovations including bio-fortified foods should be promoted among both 
farmers and consumers

• There is an urgent need to diversify diets in Asian countries and encourage farmers to 
grow different types of crops. Diversification helps farmers spread their risks; improve 
their profitability; avoid pest and diseases facilitated by monocultures; restores soil 
health; and improves dietary diversity
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Technologies that improve productivity, and enhance farmers’ access to finance, 
education and market information need to be promoted.

• Government policies should foster development of a ‘tech eco-system’
• Partnerships across the public, private, and civil society sectors are required to create 

appropriate ICT technology for farmers that are specific to the commodities they 
grow

• Narratives on the benefits of adopting technology must be conveyed to the farmer in 
an easily comprehensible manner and should leverage farm communities’ sharing of 
indigenous knowledge

Sustainable production methods, such as Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) must be 
promoted among farmers:

• More education and training is needed to sensitise farmers about implementing GAP 
and how they lead to enhanced food safety, environmental and economic benefits for 
all the stakeholders in the food chain

• Consumer demand for sustainably-produced agricultural commodities should be  
leveraged to drive adoption of responsible and judicious use of inputs

• Farmers must be equipped with technologies and tools to mitigate climate-induced 
challenges as necessary components of the sustainable production practices

W O R K I N G  G R O U P S
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On Finance and Technology
1.  Integrate smallholder producers into profitable and inclusive value chains by 

improving access to finance, insurance and other risk management solutions that 
are tailored to meet their specific needs. 

2. Create partnerships between the public, private, and civil society sectors to: 
a. Develop and promote adoption of innovative ICT (e.g. mobiles, mapping 

technologies) applications to connect farmers to the market, overcome value 
chain inefficiencies, promote traceability, increase regulatory compliance, 
and boost marketing

b. Help overcome constraints and barriers to accessing technologies, and other 
related issues such as infrastructure deficiencies, data privacy policies, 
and limits on telecommunication services to improve processing distribution 
logistics, profitability and smallholder welfare 

On Knowledge and Markets
1. Cooperative business models and partnerships must be developed to unlock 

barriers to improving productivity, profitability, and environmental performance 
along the value chain and support access to knowledge, technology and markets. 

2. Governments, enabling agencies and civil society cooperate to deliver improved 
extension and outreach, promoting localised best management practices, and 
enhanced connectivity of smallholder farmers to markets and tailored finance; 
through use of demonstration sites. 

3. Foster inclusive multi-stakeholder activities that promote financial (e.g. time- 
bound subsidies) and market-based incentives (e.g. regulations, standards) that 
reward improvement in environmental and social performance, in both local and 
international seafood value chains

F I N A L  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

AQUACULTURE AND FISHERIES 

Chair: 
Geoffrey Muldoon, Senior Manager for 
Business and Industry, WWF Coral Triangle

Smallholder farmer conversation 
Farmer: Pak Ardian, Lhokseumawe, Aceh

Panel discussion I
Alistair Douglas, Founder, Partner, 
EcoHub Global
Anita Hesti Aswin, Chief of Public Policy 
and Government Relations, 8villages 
Brahmantya Satyamurti Poerwadi, 
Director General, Marine and Spatial 
Planning, Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries, Indonesia
Nilanto Perbowo, Director General, 
Product Competitiveness, Ministry of 
Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Indonesia

Panel discussion II
David Shearer, Director, International 
Partnerships and Program Delivery, 
WorldFish
Flavio Alzueta, Vice President & Chief 
Marketing Officer, GlobalGAP
Art Prapha, Senior Advisor, Campaigns 
& Advocacy, Private Sector Department, 
Oxfam International
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On Finance and Technology
1. Strengthen the banking industry’s knowledge and understanding of the cocoa 

sector to allow for development and availability of effective financial products for 
the smallholders and communities. 

2.  Both the public and private sector must foster increased adoption of technology 
by smallholders that provides real economic, social, and environmental benefits 
to farmers. Methods to achieve this include promoting narratives on the benefits 
of technology that are easily understood, coupled with improved training, 
coaching, and mentoring support for smallholders. 

 
On Knowledge and Markets
1. All stakeholders must collaborate to invest in educational and training programs 

to enhance financial literacy and to instil a culture of saving and better financial 
management of household income among the smallholders and communities. 

2.  In order to improve farmer livelihood and reduce the risks that smallholder cocoa 
farmers face, companies must exchange knowledge on growing techniques, 
improve trust/transparency, and improve the terms of trade with smallholders. 
This should be especially focused on women cocoa farmers. 

F I N A L  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

COCOA

Chair: 
Nurdiana Darus, Director, Southeast Asia, 
Rainforest Alliance

Smallholder farmer conversation 
Farmer: Pak Muslimin, Southeast Sulawesi

Panel discussion I
Manfred Borer, Country Director, 
Indonesia, Swisscontact
Fay Fay Choo, Asia Cocoa Director, Mars
Andi Sitti Asmayanti, Cocoa Life 
Southeast Asia Director, Mondelēz 
International

Panel discussion II
Lachlan Monsbourgh, Global Cocoa 
Sustainability R&D Manager, Barry 
Callebaut
Soetanto Abdoellah, Chair, Indonesia 
Cocoa Board
Camille Paran, Cocoa Sustainability 
Country Lead, Indonesia, Cargill
Rini Indrayanti, Executive Director, Cocoa 
Sustainability Partnership 
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On Finance and Technology
1. Stakeholders must jointly develop an innovative financial eco-system to extend 

the reach and access to the unbanked section of farmers and improve access to 
financing, credit, insurance and other risk management solutions.

2. Public-private partnerships must be created that increase investments in 
innovative technologies and support infrastructure that improve processing, 
quality, value addition and distribution to enhance competitiveness, profitability 
and overall welfare of smallholders. 

3. The public, private and civil society sectors must leverage information technology 
tools (e.g. mobile apps) for promoting knowledge and information in educating 
and training smallholders on financial literacy, rights and welfare issues in the 
value chain. 

On Knowledge and Markets
1. All stakeholders must integrate smallholders better within the global coffee 

value chain through capacity building on quality standards, traceability and 
certifications, and exploiting niche market opportunities (e.g. specialty coffee 
growers, women farmer groups). 

2. Improve adoption of sustainable coffee production (e.g. Good Agriculture 
Practices) by leveraging consumer demand for sustainable, safe, and high 
quality coffee across the entire coffee value chain. 

3. Stakeholders must collectively work at global, regional and national levels to 
promote consumer awareness on the health and nutrition benefits of coffee to 
boost markets and subsequently improve the livelihood for smallholders in Asia. 

Chair: 
Ayan Banerjee, CEO, Network of Asia and 
Pacific Producers, Fairtrade International

Smallholder farmer conversation 
Farmer: Opung Purnama and Opung 
Lambas, Lake Toba, North Sumatra
 
Panel discussion I
Fitrian Ardiansyah, Country Director, 
Indonesia, Sustainable Trade Initiative 
(IDH)
Wisman Djaja, Director, Sustainable 
Agriculture Development, Nestle Indonesia
Veronica Herlina, Executive Director, 
SCOPI

Panel discussion II
Irfan Anwar, President Director, Coffindo 
Chu Van Chuong, Deputy Director 
General, International Cooperation 
Department, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Vietnam
Kulbir Mehta, Country Manager, 
Indonesia, Solidaridad

F I N A L  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

COFFEE
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On Finance and Technology
1 . The public and private sector must work together to coordinate action for 

improving smallholder competitiveness (determined by productivity, product 
quality, cost of production, market access and an enabling policy environment). 
This includes fostering Public-Private Partnerships and strengthening producer 
organisations to channel investments in productivity-improving technologies and 
practices for smallholders; infrastructure and innovations in sourcing, processing, 
value addition and distribution in the dairy value chain. 

2. Business models and partnerships must promote innovative solutions to make 
finance (savings solutions, credit, and insurance) more accessible by smallholder 
farmers and other value chain agents. 

3. Producer organisations/associations, governments, private sector and research 
organisations must work together to lead the development and adoption of 
technologies that are suited for smallholder dairy farmers. 

On Knowledge and Markets
1. Private and cooperative sector dairy industries are uniquely placed to collaborate 

with other stakeholders to:
a.  Scale up capacity development and training on sustainable practices (e.g. 

good agricultural practices); scientifically sound production and information 
technologies (e.g. use of ration balancing with locally available resources, 
improved genetics and emerging innovative ICT tools for providing and 
collecting information), business models and through co-investment with the 
public sector

b.  Improve dairy food safety, shelf life, quality, and enable consumers through 
labeling and marketing to make informed choices on the benefits of dairy 
products as part of the diet

2. Joint producer, processor and public investment is needed to create incentives 
to promote practices and technologies that (i) protect and restore terrestrial 
ecosystems by minimising the dairy sector’s environmental footprint, (ii) combat 
climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions along the dairy chain 
through promotion of biogas from dairy systems, which will also improve access 
to clean affordable energy, reduce women’s labor and provide fertiliser to 
forages. 

3. National and international public actors have a role in convening and resourcing 
multi-stakeholder platforms of key players, including decision makers, farmers, 
research institutes, the private sector and civil society for effective collaboration 
and advocacy to promote awareness on dairy’s multi-dimensional positive health, 
nutrition and livelihood impacts to help markets work for smallholder farmers. 

Chair: 
Vinod Ahuja, Livestock Policy Officer, UN 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

Smallholder farmer conversation 
Farmer: Pak Sudar, Wonokerto, 
Pekalongan, East Java

Panel discussion I
Akhmad Sawaldi, Dairy Development 
Program Manager, FrieslandCampina 
Indonesia
Tashi Samdup, Director, Department of 
Livestock, Ministry of Agriculture & Forests, 
Bhutan 
Rudi Syahrudi, Head of Milk Procurement 
& Dairy Development, Nestle Indonesia

Panel discussion II
Steve Staal, Program Leader, Policy, Trade 
& Value Chains, International Livestock 
Research Institute
Chandavone Phoxay, Deputy Director 
General, Hygiene Health Promotion 
Department, Ministry of Health, Laos
Nguyen Quoc Khanh, Executive Director, 
Research & Development, Vinamilk

F I N A L  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

DAIRY
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On Finance and Technology
1. The financial sector must prioritise inclusive solutions that improve financial 

access for smallholders, especially for those poorly connected or physically 
distant from formal financial institutions (i.e. ‘last mile reach’). 

2. The public sector must develop cohesive policies that enhance farmers’ access 
to scale-neutral, novel and productivity-boosting tools and technologies and to 
drive harmonised, stronger protection of intellectual property rights to nurture the 
‘technology eco-system’ in the value chain. 

3. Promote Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) that increase R&D, focused on 
agronomic traits, nutritional profiles and post-harvest processing of indigenous 
and less-utilised crops (e.g. millets, sorghum). 

On Knowledge and Markets
1. Asian countries must adopt a holistic approach towards food and nutrition 

security through balancing domestic self-sufficiency with international trade. 
2. The public and private sector must collaborate to promote consumer education 

that highlight the nutritional benefits of various kinds of grains to create 
consumer demand that drive crop diversification and rotation by smallholders. 

3. Targeted extension services, trainings and capacity building efforts must be made 
using the latest advancements in ICT (e.g. mobiles) for smallholder farmers on 
sustainable farming (e.g. Good Agricultural Practices), food safety and quality 
standards for both domestic consumption and exports. 

Chair: 
Siang Hee Tan, Executive Director, 
CropLife Asia

Smallholder farmer conversation 
Farmer: Pak Sholahudin, Corn Farmer, 
Banyubang, Lamongan, East Java

Panel discussion I
Ronny Iswara, Head of Business 
Development and Change Management, 
Rabobank Indonesia
Ganesh Pamugar Satyagraha, President 
Director, Monsanto Indonesia
Sumardjo Gatot Irianto, Director General 
of Food Crops, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Indonesia 

Panel discussion II
Kevin Roepke, Regional Director of South 
and Southeast Asia, US Grain Council
Sayed Azam-Ali, Chief Executive, Crops 
For the Future
Rachel Zedeck, Director of Sustainability 
and Climate Smart Agriculture, Control 
Union Bangkok, Peterson Consulting
 

F I N A L  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

GRAINS
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On Finance and Technology
1. The government must simplify and support the land titling process for 

smallholders and ensure smallholders have a profile that enables access to 
finance and reduces the perception of risk. This could include the creation of 
registries. 

2. The public and private sector must jointly develop innovative models for enhanced 
provision of, and simplified access to, finance. This includes improving knowledge 
on existing funding streams, improving the terms of loan provision (such as 
lower interest rates and repayment terms in line with oil palm production) and 
the support of banks and companies to this end (e.g. companies could act as 
guarantors).

3. Develop strong cooperatives that act as a legal entity to support access to 
finance, knowledge, technology and access to markets. Cooperatives must be 
built on trust and have mechanisms to ensure accountability.

4. Industry must establish a trust fund contributed to by millers, refiners, traders, 
and downstream companies and end-users. Mechanisms need to be developed 
to deliver these funds – and other large funding streams – to smallholder support 
programmes. 

On Knowledge and Markets
1. 1. National governments should support local governments to deliver best practice 

training and extension services, including the provision of household financial 
management training and services. This could be piloted through jurisdictional 
approaches that draw upon and scale-up existing examples of company- 
smallholder training. 

2. Companies should explore support mechanisms for crop diversification/ 
intercropping that support nutrition and additional sources of income, especially 
after replanting. 

3. The government should regulate and restrict the scope of middlemen to provide 
a more direct transport link between mill and smallholders. In turn, this should 
support greater traceability and enable greater support from downstream actors. 

4. Ensure certification standards support smallholder inclusion and promote 
sustainable best practices through simplification so that it is understandable to 
smallholders, without lowering the standards. This could include setting up an 
RSPO, ISPO or other national standard endorsed training program. 

Chair: 
Elizabeth Clarke, Business and 
Biodiversity Programme Manager, 
Zoological Society of London

Smallholder farmer conversation 
Farmer: Pak Sofyan, Keluang, South 
Sumatra

Panel discussion I
Agus Purnomo, Managing Director for 
Sustainability and Strategic Stakeholder 
Engagement,  Golden Agri-Resources
Petra Meekers, Director of CSR & 
Sustainable Development, Musim Mas
Triyanto Fitriyardi, Operations Officer, 
Manufacturing, Agribusiness & Services 
Department, International Finance 
Corporation (IFC)

Panel discussion II
Guy Hogge, Global Head, Sustainability, 
Louis Dreyfus Company
Agung Baskoro, Corporate Responsibility 
Manager, Cargill Indonesia
Tomoyuki Uno, Global Commodities 
Advisor, Green Commodities Programme, 
UNDP Indonesia

F I N A L  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

PALM OIL
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On Finance and Technology
1. All stakeholders must drive more sustainable rice production in Asia through 

adopting international standards and indicators to address climate change 
challenges including water scarcity, volatile weather patterns, and land 
degradation; and promote greater inclusivity for smallholders, particularly women 
farmers throughout the rice value chain. 

2. Asian countries must establish customised risk management mechanisms such 
as innovative financing and insurance models and a regional futures market 
to smooth out market fluctuations and reduce risk for both rice producers and 
consumers. 

 
On Knowledge and Markets
1. All rice producing countries must significantly increase public investment in 

rice science and strengthen public-private partnerships (PPP) in the rice value 
chain including in R&D, production, enhancing rice quality, safety and nutrition 
(e.g. fortification), and targeted (customised) extension by leveraging ICT 
advancements (e.g. mobiles). 

2. Asian countries, regional forums such as ASEAN, and free trade agreements 
must proactively foster intra-regional agricultural trade and/or remove barriers 
to agricultural trade and adopt harmonized processes and policies for the 
movement of genetic resources, technologies and investments across borders. 

3. Asian countries must adopt a holistic policy-making approach to food and 
nutritional security by balancing domestic production with international trade 
and establishing safety nets to meet contingencies including emergencies and 
natural disasters. 

Chair: 
Bruce Tolentino, Co-Chair, Sustainable 
Rice Platform and Deputy Director 
General, Communication and Partnerships, 
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)

Smallholder farmer conversation 
Farmers: Pak Rahmat and Pak Sumarna, 
Karawang 

Panel discussion I
Segfredo Serrano, Undersecretary 
for Policy and Planning, Department of 
Agriculture, Philippines 
Matthias Bickel, Program Director 
for Agriculture, German International 
Cooperation (GIZ)
Parveen Kathuria, President Director, 
Syngenta Indonesia

Panel discussion II
Regina Moench-Pfanner, Founder and 
CEO, ibn360
Wyn Ellis, Consultant, Coordinator, 
Sustainable Rice Platform, UNEP Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific
Chris Stevens, Director of Agribusiness, 
Kellogg Asia Pacific
Aftab Alam Khan, International 
Advocacy and Policy Manager, ActionAid 
International

F I N A L  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

RICE
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C O N C L U S I O N S  A N D  S U M M A R Y

However, the agricultural industry cannot afford to become complacent. There is still 
a vast amount of improvement to be made to address the critical challenges of farm 
productivity, nutrition-sensitive production, and environmental sustainability.

Asian countries are endowed with diverse agro-climatic zones suited for growing a wide 
range of crops. However, Asia’s agricultural sector has not yet tapped its full potential 
both in crop productivity and diversity. Moreover, with climate change altering weather 
patterns and increasing the frequency and intensity of natural disasters in the region, 
farmers who already live on the margins of poverty are becoming more vulnerable. These 
two duelling realities necessitate the holistic solutions that were discussed during the 
Forum to move the needle of progress. 

Central to all the discussions that occurred at the Forum were the first-hand experiences 
and insights shared by the smallholder farmers. All of the stakeholders expect that 
smallholders should grow more crops in a more sustainable way; however, their ability to 
do so is often seriously constrained.

One of the most obvious limitations that emerged was the lack of access to finance, 
training and quality inputs, and the participants called for a balanced review of current 
frameworks on land rights for smallholders in Asia. Innovative partnerships that can 
package finance with training and inputs and other solutions along the value chain will 
become ever more important.

The special focus this year on health and nutrition underscores the need to not just 
produce food to meet growing demands, but to provide essential nutrients to sufficiently 
eliminate malnutrition and “hidden hunger.”

Women and children must be given top priority in this pursuit. Participants stressed the 
importance of various types of nutritional fortification and diversifying diets as means to 
effectively address malnutrition. Delegates also called for the public and private sectors 
to work together to step up consumer education on nutrition.

RBF Food and Agriculture fostered open discussions on holistic and inclusive solutions to 
the greatest challenges that persist for Asia’s agriculture. It also reinforced the need to 
keep exploring innovative solutions by key stakeholders from business, government, and 
civil society through partnerships. The participants acknowledged the need to nurture 
an equitable and sustainable agriculture sector in Asia that is more resilient to climate 
change and well aligned with the region’s health and nutrition imperatives. 

Encouragingly, participants were optimistic that this progress can be achieved, if all 
stakeholders can explore innovative approaches and share their learnings and best 
practices towards securing Asia’s food and nutrition future.

The success of the 4th Responsible 
Business Forum on Food and 
Agriculture in Jakarta showed that the 
momentum behind efforts to secure 
Asia’s food and nutrition future is still 
growing. 

With more government officials and 
delegates in attendance than any 
previous year, the  Forum reiterated 
that much progress has been made to 
improve the livelihood of smallholder 
farmers, adoption of sustainable 
production practices, and the supply 
of sustainably-produced commodities 
in Asia. 
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T H A N K  Y O U !

Global Initiatives would like to thank you for supporting 
the Responsible Business Forum on Food and Agriculture 2017 
held in Jakarta.

We look forward to welcoming you to the next forum.
 
RBF Sustainable Development Africa, 31 August - 1 September 2017
RBF Sustainable Development Singapore, 20 - 23 November 2017
RBF Food and Agriculture, Jakarta, March 2018
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for millions of people worldwide

Each day FrieslandCampina provides millions of consumers all over the world with 
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