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“Despite the high level of ambition required,
the SDGs are achievable if stakeholders
work together, co-innovate and develop 
collective action.”

Achim Steiner
Administrator, UNDP



“We must scale up 
and accelerate our 
sustainable development 
efforts to overcome these 
challenges.”

Minister Masagos Zulkifli
Minister for the Environment and
Water Resources, Singapore

“If businesses take 
sustainability as part of 
their strategy, it is good 
for business, customer 
and employee loyalty as 
well as their reputation.”

Haoliang Xu
Assistant Administrator and Regional 
Director for Asia and the Pacific, UNDP

“By 2030, me and my 
robot friends are the new 
normal.”

Sophia
UNDP Innovation Champion for Asia 
and the Pacific
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OVERVIEW

Since its introduction in 2015, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have 
provided a global masterplan for ensuring an equitable and sustainable future 
for all. They present a compelling case for stakeholders to adopt an integrated 
approach to achieve the SDGs, scaling up action and measuring impact.   

The 6th Responsible Business Forum on Sustainable Development, co-organised with 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Singapore from 
21-23 November 2017, convened more than 800 participants to serve as a platform 
for accelerating SDG action. These included Ministers and senior government officials 
from 14 different countries across the APAC region, business leaders, UN agencies, 
NGOs and media, from 40 countries across the world. Experts from various sectors 
came to share their commitments to action, report on progress and together define a 
framework for measuring performance and impact. 

With more than 130 speakers, this year’s RBF focused on how the private sector can 
be a key proponent to the SDGs, such as identifying successful actions, measuring 
their impact and scaling them up. RBF Singapore allowed delegates to have a more 
in-depth understanding of the 17 SDGs through the keynote presentations, plenary 
discussions and working groups. Expert speakers came from across the globe to 
present their countries’ and organisation’s programs and initiatives. These served as 
case studies for delegates to shape recommendations on how to scale up, measure 
and adopt an integrated approach for SDG action. Delegates were also able to vote 
during the plenary feedback sessions on the best recommendation for each SDG.

The RBF Connect App has been instrumental in providing an integrated digital 
experience for all delegates. They were able to access the the agenda, speaker 
and sponsor details and attendee lists through it. It did not only serve as a digital 
concierge for arranging meetings between delegates but also as the main method 
for polling and selecting the best  recommendations on scaling up, measurement and 
interconnectivity for the 17 SDGs. 
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OVERVIEW

Youth involvement in the achievement of the goals was featured in RBF Singapore 
where youth leaders from the Asia-Pacific region came together to discuss the 
barriers they face in contributing to the SDGs, as well as solutions to overcome these, 
such as entrepreneurship and innovation. Over the three days, UNDP’s Youth CoLab 
engaged the region’s young leaders drafted the Youth Statement that captures and 
conveys their voice and commitment to achieving the Global Goals.

During the RBF, the issue of financing the SDGs was also extensively discussed.
Led by the UNDP SDG Impact Finance (UNSIF), representatives from the financial 
services sector, development agencies, governments, social enterprises and 
businesses identified key challenges to achieving an integrated approach to 
accelerate SDG financing, measuring impact and performance of programs, using 
green financing for climate mitigation and adaptation measures and financing 
methods such as fintech for accelerating SDG action. Delegates stressed the need 
to adapt especially at the policy and regulatory levels and facilitate an enabling 
environment for financing.

UNDP also introduced their first ‘non-human’ Innovation Champion for Asia and the 
Pacific, Sophia, an AI robot. The partnership between UNDP and Hanson Robotics, 
Sophia’s creators, is aimed at setting up an Innovation Centre, in Bangkok. The 
centre intends to design powerful programmes to address persistent development 
challenges such as global poverty, inequality and discrimination.

RBF also served as an important platform for business leaders to share their 
commitments to achieve the goals. - Companies such as Herbalife Nutrition, 
Autodesk,  ING Wholesale Banking Asia and Amcor participated and explained 
their plans on how to achieve the SDGs relevant to their business. Mary Kay China, 
for example, shared its commitment to the gender equality targets with provision 
of more employment opportunities to women. The Singapore Centre for Social 
Enterprise (raiSE) also announced their collaboration with City Developments Limited 
to provide an incubator space for social entrepreneurs and mentorship in business
and management.
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SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS

“For the change to happen, it has 
to come from that uncommon 
collaboration.“

Ehab Abou-Oaf
Regional President, Asia-Australia, Middle East and 
Africa, Mars Wrigley Confectionery

“Financial services are important for 
creating a healthy and sustainable world. 
It is not just about our direct footprint, 
but also about investing, lending & the 
services we offer our clients.“

Gerrit Stoelinga
Chief Executive Officer, ING Wholesale Banking Asia

“The time has come to focus on 
accelerating the process.”

Eriko Ishikawa
Global Head, Inclusive Business, International 
Finance Corporation

“Businesses have a key role
to play in eliminating poverty in
all its forms.“

Valerie Cliff
Deputy Director, Regional Bureau for Asia and the 
Pacific, UNDP

“We operate on 5Cs, good for the 
community, country, climate, customer, 
then only will it be good for the 
company.“

Bey Soo Khiang 
Vice Chairman, RGE

“Doing business in a
responsible way will be the
only way forward.“

Mukund Rajan
Chairman, Tata Global Sustainability Council & Chief 
Ethics Officer, Tata Group

“Overcoming poverty is not
an act of charity, but an act
of justice.“

Jeffrey Radebe
Minister for Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, 
South Africa

“The role of the private sector is vast. 
So it depends on their innovation and 
creativity to play their part.“

Kamariah Noruddin
Deputy Director General, Macro, Economic Planning 
Unit, Prime Minister’s Department, Malaysia

“We must work together with 
governments to make sure the
right policies are in place as well as
the infrastructure.“

David Clark
Chief Sustainability Officer, Amcor

“We translate the roadmap into tangible 
goals. By 2050 we will be using 100% 
renewable energy, and be carbon 
neutral.“

Oscar Wezenbeek
Managing Director, Marine & Protective Coatings, 
AkzoNobel
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SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS

“It is not about what you know but what 
you do with what you know that matters, 
knowledge for the sake of learning will 
not work in the long term.“

Farrukh Kazi
Head, Education Industry Solutions,
Asia Pacific & Japan, HP

“We are different from other players 
in the market. We are ready to invest 
and we are a long term player who will 
develop relationships with customers.“

Arnaud Ayral
Regional Business Development Director,
Cleantech Solar

“It is not as simple as ‘zero hunger’, 
it is also about the need to develop 
livelihoods.“

Ruth Thomas
Manager, Global Agribusiness Alliance

“Technology in the right hands can 
achieve a lot of good.“

Joachim Jake Layes
Director, Market Development Sustainability, AMER, 
APAC, Europe, Autodesk

“Human cities is an expression of our 
social mission as a company.“

Jeremy Rowe
Managing Director, Decorative Paints, South East & 
South Asia, Middle East, AkzoNobel

“With the right partnerships, health and 
nutrition among school children can 
definitely improve.“

Matt Kovac
Executive Director, Food Industry Asia, ARoFIIN

“Impact can be measured in multiple 
ways. What the investors do want to see 
are clear benchmarks.“

Stella Saris
Director, Resources, Energy, Infrastructure, ANZ

“By taking actions, you are mitigating 
business risks.“

Lim Shu Ling
Head of Sustainability Communications,
Golden Agri-Resources

“The larger we became as a company, 
we realized we had to be a global 
player in every sense of the word. In 
sustainability too.“

Richard Hobby
Senior Vice President, Government Affairs, 
Herbalife Nutrition

“The biggest challenge is measuring 
social impact.“

Karen Lee
Sustainability Lead, Asia, Interface
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY

ROLE OF GOVERNMENTS, BUSINESSES AND CIVIL SOCIETY 
Studies indicate that private flows of finances are significantly larger than their 
public counterparts and that businesses account for almost 90% of jobs in Asia-
Pacific*.  The data highlights the importance of the private sector as a partner and 
driver for achieving the targets of the SDGs. The private sector can help to provide 
the financial resources required to scale up SDG initiatives to create greater impact. 
In recent years, there has been an increasing number of businesses aligning their 
strategies with the Global Goals. Those that have already done so realise that it 
presents a “win-win” situation for stakeholders, as exemplified through the cases of 
AkzoNobel, Autodesk, DBS, Golden Agri-Resources, HP, ING Wholesale Banking Asia, 
Mars and RGE.

Governments play a crucial role in providing an enabling environment through 
policies that promote investment and incentivise businesses to meet the SDG targets. 
However, before policy setting can take place, government must understand how to 
measure the impact so that progress can be evaluated and gaps in implementation 
can be identified. They can also look to the private sector as a guide on the 
appropriate indicators and metrics to account for when measuring impact. In the 
cases of the Philippines, Malaysia, India and Bangladesh, collaboration between 
government and private sector is generating positive results towards the SDGs. 
Enhanced coordination between governments, businesses and civil society has 
created a more integrated approach towards SDG implementation, which has helped 
to embed the Goals in national development plans. 

Similarly, international and multilateral organisations, social enterprises and civil 
society groups are important partners for governments and businesses. The UN 
and its agencies possess technical expertise and knowledge develop to develop of 
innovative solutions and financing SDG action. In addition, the International Finance 
Corporation provides financing as well as capacity building for SDG initiatives, 
two areas in which it sees the highest potential for impact. Social enterprises and 
civil society groups are also critical partners in the development agenda as their 
strategies for improving human and environmental welfare are in line with the 
objectives of the SDGs.

The SDGs serve as a plan of action 
for governments, businesses and 
civil society to achieve inclusive and 
sustainable development for all.  Two 
years since their implementation, 
there has been progress in achieving 
the targets, yet there are also more 
opportunities to accelerate SDG 
action. Partnerships and collaboration 
towards delivering the SDGs are 
in place but the potential lies on 
stakeholders to adopt an integrated 
approach to achieve the goals, to 
scale up the reach of notable projects 
and initiatives and to measure their 
impacts. 

*Jielin Zhang. “Small Business, Big Impact: 
How small businesses can maximize their 
bottomline for the people and planet” 
www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/
home/blog/2017/8/24/Small-Business-Big-
Impact-How-small-businesses-can-maximize-
their-bottomline-for-people-and-planet.html.

http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/blog/2017/8/24/Small-Business-Big-Impact-How-small-businesses-can-maximize-their-bottomline-for-people-and-planet.html.
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/blog/2017/8/24/Small-Business-Big-Impact-How-small-businesses-can-maximize-their-bottomline-for-people-and-planet.html.
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/blog/2017/8/24/Small-Business-Big-Impact-How-small-businesses-can-maximize-their-bottomline-for-people-and-planet.html.
http://www.asia-pacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/blog/2017/8/24/Small-Business-Big-Impact-How-small-businesses-can-maximize-their-bottomline-for-people-and-planet.html.
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SUPPORTING SMALLHOLDERS AND SMES TO END POVERTY THROUGH 
LIVELIHOOD DEVELOPMENT
Delegates shared their recommendations on scaling up, measurement and 
interconnectivity through the 17 SDG working groups held during the RBF. For Goal 
1 ‘End Poverty’, livelihood development was key to providing opportunities to the 
bottom of the pyramid and eradicating poverty. The creation and provision of online 
platforms that matches buyers with SMEs represents a good solution for scaling 
up efforts to provide jobs and income to reduce poverty. It was also recognised that 
poverty is multi-dimensional and interconnected with the objectives of the other 
SDGs. The different dimensions of poverty and its connectivity with the other Global 
Goals must be considered when attempting to measure impact and performance on 
SDG 1.

DOUBLING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY BY 2030 THROUGH REDUCING POST-
HARVEST LOSSES AND NEW FARMING TECHNIQUES
With regard to achieving ‘Zero Hunger’ (SDG 2), improving agricultural productivity 
was identified as a major challenge. Delegates stated the importance of encouraging 
increased farmer to farmer peer learning as well as reducing post-harvest loss 
to improve food production and dissemination of new farming techniques and 
technologies. In order to track the progress of initiatives and efforts to achieve zero 
hunger, greater focus should be given to the implementation of policies. In particular, 
metrics should be aligned at the national, sectoral and farmer-levels for better 
understanding of programme impacts.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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CREATING EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATIONS FOR PROMOTING A 
HEALTHY LIFESTYLE AND GOOD HEALTH
‘Good health and well-being’ is closely interconnected with Goals 1 and 2 and 
therefore partnerships were recognised as an effective medium to achieving the 
SDG 3 targets as well as addressing the other Goals. However, the participants of 
this working group highlighted the need for alignment of stakeholder intentions. 
This will lead to the establishment of clear roles and functions for those involved in 
a project. Having a clear understanding of the goals as well as the responsibilities 
of stakeholders can encourage them to share real world quantitative and qualitative 
data, making it easier to accurately measure collective impact and performance on 
the SDGs.

ENSURING EQUAL ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION THROUGH TECHNOLOGY AND 
TARGETED AND EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS
Access to ‘Quality Education’ (SDG 4) remains a key challenge in and developing 
countries. Due to the lack of facilities, inadequate and often poorly funded schools, 
and shortage of teacher training, participants of the working group suggested the use 
of data analytics to measure the quality of education and employability for success. 
Data is crucial to identify gaps and interventions needed to improve learning. 
Technology should then be applied to scale those interventions that work. 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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EMPOWERING WOMEN IN THE WORKPLACE THROUGH STRONG LEADERSHIP AND 
INCLUSIVE BUSINESS PRACTICES
Empowering women especially within the workplace remains a challenge for gender 
equality. With few women represented in senior management and corporate boards 
and unequal remuneration compared to male peers, participants of the working 
group on SDG 5 recommended the need for strong senior leadership. This also 
involves the promotion of inclusive business practices and cultures. Apart from 
these, the digital economy and technology can serve as accelerators for progress by 
providing more opportunities for empowering women.

IMPROVING CLEAN WATER ACCESS AND WATER USE EFFICIENCY THROUGH AN 
ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR INVESTMENTS
Raising awareness on the benefits of better management of water resources as 
well as investment in water infrastructures are crucial to scaling up initiatives and 
programmes for access to clean water and efficient water use. Governments play 
a key role in creating an enabling environment that encourages investments in 
infrastructure that improves access to clean water and promotes efficiency in its 
usage.  Delegates also stressed the importance of measuring programme impacts 
as fundamental to identifying the necessary interventions, especially for vulnerable 
groups. 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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ENSURING ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, RELIABLE AND MODERN ENERGY THROUGH 
SYSTEMIC CHANGE AND PRIORITISING METRICS FOR IMPACT
The issues of access and incorporation of renewable energy are reflected under 
the targets of SDG 7. In the case of developing countries, oftentimes, access does 
not equate to efficiency in distribution of electricity. Given the importance of energy 
in modernising rural areas and enhancing welfare, delegates identified the need 
to address the whole system and intermediation for systemic change. Prioritizing 
specific metrics for improvement and ensuring that they are relevant to the market 
context is crucial to determine changes that need to be implemented. Furthermore, 
access to affordable and clean energy is interconnected with the other goals and this 
should be co-leveraged to break government silos and vested interests.

ALIGNING STRATEGIES AT THE GLOBAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL LEVELS AND 
APPLYING TECHNOLOGY TO PROMOTE DECENT WORK AND ACHIEVE INCLUSIVE 
GROWTH
Decent work is a key factor for inclusive and sustainable development. Social 
frameworks in protecting labour rights are important in promoting a safe and secure 
working environment, especially for migrant workers. Participants in the working 
group for SDG 8 recommended that strategies to promote decent work should be 
aligned at the global, regional and national levels. Moreover, technology plays a role 
in monitoring supply chains and improving scalability of initiatives. There is also a 
need to standardise data in order to better evaluate the impact of initiatives.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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BUILDING INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT THROUGH FACILITATING INVESTMENTS AND FINANCING UNDER AN 
ENABLING LEGAL AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
Infrastructure is an important component of sustainable development. For instance, 
there is a need to invest US$1.7 trillion dollars on infrastructure in developing Asia in 
order to combat the effects of climate change*.  However, delegates recognised that 
an enabling legal and regulatory framework is vital for facilitating investments as 
well as innovation and R&D to flourish. Another recommendation was to crowdfund 
private sector financing as this creates a sense of purpose for stakeholders. Lastly, to 
ensure that investments are able to reach the most vulnerable groups and generate 
positive benefits, standardisation of data and reporting is important in measuring 
impact.

ENSURING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND REDUCING INEQUALITIES THROUGH 
BUSINESSES’ INVOLVEMENT OF DISADVANTAGED GROUPS INTO THEIR SUPPLY 
CHAINS
Reducing inequality remains a key challenge for both developed and developing 
countries. The definition of inequality under the SDG 10 is not only limited to income 
but also includes political and economic opportunities within or among countries. 
Based on the case studies presented during the working group discussion, delegates 
identified the need to set a baseline and measure impacts against corporate values, 
with a concerted effort from various sectors and government ministries. Businesses 
can also help sponsor, monitor and support disadvantaged groups by incorporating 
them into their supply chains. 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY

ADB. Meeting Asia’s Infrastructure Needs. 
Mandaluyong City: Asian Development Bank, 2017. 
www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/227496/
special-report-infrastructure.pdf. 

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/227496/special-report-infrastructure.pdf. 
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/227496/special-report-infrastructure.pdf. 
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CREATING SMART AND RESILIENT CITIES THROUGH TECHNOLOGY AND 
CULTIVATING ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Developing sustainable and resilient cities and communities requires the 
combination of an enabling policy environment from the government and investment 
from the private sector. Technology and infrastructure play an important role in 
achieving the targets under SDG 11. This was recognised by participants of the 
workshop who suggested that partnerships in addition to technology were important 
as factors for scaling-up and leveraging the interconnectivity of the SDGs. Crucial 
to the achievement of the goal is a platform that cultivates entrepreneurship for the 
development of technologies and innovations to make sustainable and resilient cities 
and communities as seen through the case of Toyama City in Japan.

CIRCULAR MANUFACTURING AND RESPONSIBLE PRODUCTION THROUGH 
INCREASED CONSUMER AWARENESS AND IMPROVED PRODUCT LIFECYCLE
The SDG 12 ‘Responsible Consumption and Production’ workshop focused its 
discussion on circular manufacturing. Delegates discussed that to produce 
and consume goods responsibly, raising awareness and educating the civil 
society and youth can shape behaviour. Apart from this, footprint labelling can 
educate consumers on what materials were used to create a product. In addition, 
manufacturers should design products that can be modified and have an extended 
lifespan.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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FINANCING CLIMATE SOLUTIONS WITH A FOCUS ON CLIMATE MITIGATION 
AND INVESTMENTS IN ASEAN
Climate change is another challenge to achieving sustainable development. 
Financing infrastructure as well as adaptation and mitigation measures to combat 
the effects were discussed in the working group for SDG 13. In particular, climate 
solutions such as green financing were widely considered. Participants were 
able to draw recommendations such as the need to increase ASEAN investments 
on climate mitigation solutions to minimise the detrimental effects of climate 
change. Regulatory policy should be anchored on popular support and a business 
vulnerability index should be developed as a useful impact measurement tool.

ADDRESSING PLASTIC WASTE IN OCEANS BY USING INCENTIVES AND REWARDS 
FOR CONSUMERS AND PRODUCERS
By 2050, our oceans are forecast to contain more plastic than fish, risking the 
livelihoods of at least 3 billion people globally who depend depending on the oceans 
for food and employment. The prevalence of plastic use, its polluting effect on 
water bodies and potential solutions to this growing issue were points of debate 
and discussion in the SDG 14 working group. One recommendation is the need for 
financial motivations through rewards or incentives for users. Participants also 
highlighted the requirement for transparency in data and measurement tools to 
establish trust with consumers. Lastly, there should be greater interconnectivity 
between governments and businesses for the proper implementation of laws and 
policies related to plastic use and consumption.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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FOREST AND BIODIVERSITY RESTORATION THROUGH BALANCING COMMUNITIES’ 
ASPIRATIONS AND BUSINESS OBJECTIVES
Land and biodiversity restoration was one of the issues discussed during RBF. The 
working group on SDG 15 highlighted that reforestation and protection of plant and 
animal species is beneficial to biodiversity restoration as well as to the livelihoods 
and welfare of those dependent on forests. Hence, it was recommended that 
there should be a balance between the communities’ aspirations and objectives 
of the business in order to scale up action. Business engagement success stories 
should be highlighted to inspire other companies and communities. Furthermore, 
the dependencies on ecosystem services should be emphasised to promote more 
awareness and understanding of the benefits of land and biodiversity restoration. 

BUILDING EFFECTIVE, ACCOUNTABLE AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES THROUGH THE 
USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO ENCOURAGE MORE PARTICIPATION AND BOTTOM UP 
FEEDBACK
Strong and accountable institutions, and in particular, human rights, are the 
backbone for rights-based development. They pave the way for the growth of 
just, peaceful and inclusive societies. Recognising the crucial role of human 
rights, participants of the working group on SDG 16 highlighted the importance of 
technology in encouraging more participation and bottom up feedback mechanisms 
for institutions. Technology as an enabler as exemplified by use of mobile phones for 
cash transfers in Myanmar and birth registrations in Pakistan can be an instrument 
to link SDG 16 to the other goals. It was also recommended that the UN guiding 
principles on business human rights be implemented as a means for measuring 
impact.  

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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STRENGTHENING COMMITMENTS AND PARTNERSHIPS FOR ACCELERATING SDG 
ACTION BY ENCOURAGING THE USE OF REAL WORLD DATA TO MEASURE IMPACTS 
AND WORKING WITH PARTNERS WITH IMPACT OPPORTUNITIES 
The SDGs are an impetus for further collaboration between governments, businesses 
and civil society. As the goals cannot be achieved by one actor alone, the targets of 
SDG 17 highlight the need for effective partnerships in accelerating the achievement 
of the goals. Given the role of stakeholders, delegates that participated in the 
working group recommended finding unconventional partners and seeking impact 
opportunities. An example is partnering with start-ups where there is a faster cycle 
of learning as a result of failures. Encouraging the use of real world data is also 
important in measuring the impacts of partnerships for the SDGs.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON SCALING UP, 
MEASUREMENT AND INTERCONNECTIVITY
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Bayer Crop Science, being a life science focused company, reiterated their
commitment to achieving the targets of SDG 2. They believe that addressing hunger
is not only about increasing food production in the places that need it the most but
also providing the right nutrition and diets for a healthy life. For example, Bayer Crop
Science is helping smallholder farmers in the region by connecting them through
digital technologies such as smartphones to facilitate learning and provide them with
the latest technology in farming and agronomy. In addition, they are also committed
to disease prevention under their life sciences portfolio to help achieve the targets
of SDG 3. As a science-based company, they do their best to involve stakeholders
such as governments and NGOs and engage them in a dialogue for transparency and
promote collaboration.

Herbalife Nutrition shared their commitment to the SDGs. To fight diseases that
result from lifestyle choices, such as type 2 diabetes and heart disease, the company
started a project in Mexico. They established health clubs that encouraged people
to improve their health and nutrition. This led to a partnership with the Ministry of
Health that further promoted the goal of a healthy lifestyle at a national level. While
Herbalife’s core business focuses on improving health outcomes, their engagement
with stakeholders revealed how their business can have a broader impact on the
SDGs. For example, when Herbalife was sourcing soy protein isolate, they engaged
smallholder farmers in Brazil and subsequently learned that the process was
destroying the rainforest. Herbalife then worked in tandem with the farmers and
the national government to ensure a sustainable production of soy protein could be
achieved without significant environmental degradation.

Autodesk, a global leader technology and entertainment software, is also committed
to achieving the targets of the SDGs. It has identified multiple opportunities in
attaining the SDG targets in its own operations and how it helps its clients and
stakeholders. Since 2008, it has reduced its greenhouse gas emissions by 33%, 32%
of its offices are LEED certified and its operations are using 100% renewable energy
including its data centres. It also believes that technology in the right hands can go
a long way. Autodesk also have a program for new start-ups or entrepreneurs that
focus on social, environmental and climate change challenges, where they provide
the software that they need for free. They have also donated US$27 million worth of
software to non-profits in 55 countries. In addition to this, Autodesk has a program
that provides training on sustainable design, which currently has 4 million active
learners. Through this initiative, they are helping identify solutions to infrastructure
design flaws as well as potential challenges brought about by climate change to
buildings and structures. It works with various stakeholders such as governments,
cities, construction and transportation firms among others on this initiative.

NEXT STEPS - COMMITMENTS AND YOUTH STATEMENT

RBF 2017 served as a platform for 
experts from government, businesses 
and civil society groups to share their 
perspectives to accelerating SDG 
action. Almost half of the participants 
were from businesses and senior 
decision-makers from across sectors. 
At the end of the forum, businesses 
shared their commitments in achieving 
the targets of the SDGs through their 
business strategies and operations.
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ING Wholesale Banking Asia have made commitments, which focus on the 
convergence of megatrends such as sustainability and innovation. They are working 
with their clients and stakeholders to achieve their sustainability goals and targets 
and incorporate them into their financing needs. In addition, the bank is going ‘beyond 
banking’ or capital markets where it is constantly looking at innovative structures. 
It recently started a €300 million venture fund that will not only be investing in 
fintech companies or start-ups but also spino  firms from the companies where 
sustainability is embedded in their operations and projects. The Sustainable Finance 
Collective Asia (SFC Asia) is an example that funds start-ups and small firms that 
puts sustainability issues at the forefront of their business.

Amcor, a major producer of packaging products for consumer brands, also shared 
its commitments to accelerate SDG action. In particular, the company is tackling 
the issue of plastic waste pollution in oceans under SDG 14. Amcor recognises that 
plastic currently remains as the most durable and reliable material for transporting 
and packaging food. Thus, it believes that collaboration is the key to moving from 
a linear economy to a circular economy. During the Our Oceans Conference held 
in October, several of Amcor’s clients announced their commitments to make 
their plastic packaging recyclable, reusable or compostable by 2025. Amcor also 
commissioned a study on initiatives in India, Indonesia and the Philippines to retrieve 
flexible packaging materials and what works or does not. This led them to identify 
that, in order to reduced plastic waste, there is a need to create an infrastructure that 
will collect plastic waste, especially in Asia-Pacific. Amcor believes that partnerships 
and collaborations are important and defining the roles of stakeholders is crucial to 
building the infrastructure to collect plastic waste.

UNDP also shared its commitment to support governments to align their plans and 
strategies with the SDGs. The organisation sees great potential in collaborating with 
both governments and businesses. At the national level, it assists governments in 
using SDGs as a framework to measure the impact of their programs and initiatives. 
In addition, UNDP is keen to partner with businesses to convene and aggregate their 
SDG commitment. It also believes that creating an enabling environment through 
incentives is also crucial and the private sector can help for this end. UNDP’s 
knowledge and experience on financing solutions and promoting innovation technical 
advancement can also help businesses be a driver of the SDGs.

NEXT STEPS - COMMITMENTS AND YOUTH STATEMENT
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Youth participants from Asia-Pacific also voiced their commitments to achieving 
the SDGs. The Youth Statement, a concrete result of their discussions, identified 
their role in building a sustainable future through social entrepreneurship and 
innovation. Despite economic insecurity and unemployment within the region, the 
youth are ambitious, creative, diverse and ready to collaborate. They are committed 
to be involved in the planning, implementation and evaluation of policies related to 
entrepreneurship and innovation. Moreover, they are proposing the enhancement 
of the current education on the SDGs and build the capacity of the youth on design 
thinking, critical thinking and creative problem solving – skills that are also crucial 
for social entrepreneurship and innovation. Improving the capacity and knowledge 
of youth also involves the inclusion of ICT training in school curriculum and 
commercialisation and entrepreneurship centres to support youth-led innovation. 
They are also strongly encouraging the inclusion of financial literacy training to 
reduce failures and sustain the growth of social enterprises. Lastly, the building of 
a youth network that facilitates dialogues and communication between successful 
business owners and young entrepreneurs is also crucial in accelerating SDG action.

NEXT STEPS - COMMITMENTS AND YOUTH STATEMENT
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Number of times our videos
were watched on
FACEBOOK LIVE

17,758

Top Tweet Impressions

Top Tweet Engagement

303
Number of tweets posted 

404
Number of tweets liked

133,000
Number of tweet impressions

353
Number of retweets 

#RBFSINGAPORE

has been delivered on other 
people’s timelines

1,119,753
times

4,315
impressions

57
engagements

33
engagements

3,730
impressions
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AUDIENCE PROFILE

Audience Profile by Organisation

Audience Profile by Level

Business

IO/NGO/NPO

Academia

Government

Media

None of the above

Head of Department/Director

Advisor/Consultant

Manager

C-Level/MD

Academic

Communications/Media

Student/Volunteer

Other

45%

29%

8%

6%

2%

10%

30%

23%

19%

14%

5%

4%

3%

1%
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AUDIENCE PROFILE

Audience Profile by Industry

Audience Profile by Countries

Consumer Goods and Services

Finance

Manufacturing & Construction

Electronics & Telecommunications

Oil, Gas & Mining

Food, beverage & agriculture

Health & Wellbeing

Other

18%

17%

11%

10%

9%

8%

3%

25%

Delegates were drawn from 38 countries:
Armenia, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Chile, 
China, Costa Rica, Egypt, Fiji, France, Germany, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Morocco, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, 
Philippines, Singapore, Solomon Island, South Africa,
Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, United 
Kingdom, USA, Vietnam
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THANK YOU!

Global Initiatives would like to thank you for supporting the Responsible Business 
Forum on Sustainable Development Singapore 2017.

We look forward to welcoming you to the next forum. 

Responsible Business Forum on Food & Agriculture, Jakarta, Indonesia
27 – 28 March 2018 

Responsible Business Forum on Sustainable Development Africa,
Johannesburg, South Africa
26 – 28 June 2018 

Responsible Business Forum on Sustainable Development, Singapore
10 - 12 October 2018

Responsible Business Forum on Climate Innovation, Shenzen, China
28 - 29 November 2018 
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