Dear RBF Participant,
We look forward to welcoming you at the 6th Responsible Business Forum next week.
With regard to your participation in the discussion panel on SDG 11: Sustainable Cities
and Communities, we would like to share some information on the Goal and logistics:

Scheduling
Date : Wednesday, 22 November 2017
Time : 14:40 – 16:10
Venue : Marina Bay Sands Convention Centre, 10 Bayfront Avenue, Singapore 018956
Room : Heliconia Jr. 3411 & 3412
Format (90 Minutes)
1.
Introduction and Panel Discussion: The facilitator and discussion panel
will briefly introduce themselves, their organisations and provide a short
overview of SDG 11 to frame the discussion. Speakers will then share their
perspectives and examples of action on this goal. The facilitator will then
moderate a discussion with questions for the panellists. (55 minutes)
2.

Audience Roundtable Discussion: Delegates to share, discuss and agree
on priority recommendations for scaling up the kind of initiatives presented
during the panel, to measuring their impacts and making these part of an
integrated approach to the SDGs. (20 minutes)

3.

Feedback from Roundtables: Each table will assign a discussion leader to
stand and share their recommendations with the room. (10 minutes)
Panel speaker are encouraged to join in the audience discussion.
Facilitators will remain as the point of contact for the recommendations.

4.

Wrap Up: The facilitator will wrap up with a quick summary of the main
discussion points and recommendations. (5 minutes)

Discussion Topics
•
Scaling Up: What can be done to accelerate and scale up these initiatives?
•

Measurement: What can be done to measure the impact of these SDG actions?

•

Interconnectivity: How can an integrated approach accelerate progress
on this goal?

Resources
Our knowledge partner, PwC, has provided key facts and information about the
Goal attached to this briefing note for reference.

What’s the challenge?
Cities are economic powerhouses, generating more than 80% of global GDP. Over
half of the world’s population live in urban areas, this will rise to two thirds by
2050. But there are downsides: Social problems are concentrated in urban spaces,
including extreme poverty, housing shortages and slum settlements;
and they are centres of environmental degradation. Urban areas also have a
crucial role to play in tackling climate change, as almost 70% of global greenhouse
gas emissions come from cities.

SDG 11
Sustainable
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communities

Cities are important as centres of business activity, providing companies with
concentrated populations of potential customers and employees. Poorly designed
cities put barriers in the way of doing business effectively; but a well-planned
urban environment, with effective transport and reliable municipal services,
reduces the costs of doing business and improves productivity.

Make cities
and human
settlements
inclusive, safe,
resilient and
sustainable.

Why does it matter for business?
Carrying out impact assessments, help businesses make decisions in locating
buildings or activities in urban locations. These enable businesses to proactively
identify and respond to opportunities and risks. Businesses with green building
certifications can also reduce running costs and the environmental footprint
of their operations. Urban resilience to climate impacts and disasters is an
increasingly important risk factor for the private sector.

Where is this a top challenge?
Germany (target 11.6), Iraq (target 11.4 and 11.7), Kenya (target 11.1),
Netherlands (target 11.6), Russia (target 11.5), Turkey (target 11.4).

This publication has been prepared for general guidance on matters of interest only, and does not constitute professional advice. You should not act
upon the information contained in this publication without obtaining specific professional advice. No representation or warranty (express or implied) is
given as to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in this publication, and, to the extent permitted by law, PricewaterhouseCoopers
LLP, its members, employees and agents do not accept or assume any liability, responsibility or duty of care for any consequences of you or anyone
else acting, or refraining to act, in reliance on the information contained in this publication or for any decision based on it.
© 2016 PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. All rights reserved. In this document, “PwC” refers to the UK member firm, and may sometimes refer to the PwC
network. Each member firm is a separate legal entity. Please see www.pwc.com/structure for further details.

Possible relevant business actions
to help achieve this goal
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•

Invest in infrastructure and services mitigating
significant environmental impacts as well a
sustainable resource management and responsible
use of land, construction and real estate.

•

Undertake disaster-risk-informed investments;
engage in awareness raising and training for
employees and customers; support research and
innovation for disaster risk management.

•

Provide decent accommodation and adequate basic
services in workplace within operational boundary.

•

Provide access to safe, low-carbon and sustainable
transportation for all employees in own operation and
supply chain; provide employee vehicles meeting
global technical regulations.

•

Ensure participation of and communication with
stakeholders and communities when engaging in
urban development.
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